mss interview

OEY] Armstrong

INJURED
PRIDE

SHAUN KEOGH met southern-based DAVID ARMSTRONG -
the ex-Boro star who Jack Charlton called “my little gem”and
who made 305 consecutive League appearances for the club

n eéxcellent example of Boro's

19608 and 1970s policy of

bringing players ta the first team

vig the jurmors and reserves |s

‘Splke’ Armstrong (the nick
name comeas from his hair sticking up In
thi air during his playing days) Haome
grawn players woere all that financially
strapped Boro could afford back then,
(Coming up 1o date just for a second, LIS
imeresting 1o note that the financial ex
cesses of the pravious managerial regime
hawve enforced this policy on the current
team. A welcome retum In my view, judg-
inp. by the potential of players such as
Stockdale and Wilkshire), An pecasional
fem such as Armstrong popped up now
and again, made his mark, and then
moved on, normally to a bigder or more
ambltious club In exchange for much
reeded hard cash

Making his professional debut under
manager Stan Anderson, Armstrong
played throughout the Jack Charlton and
John Meal eras, leaving for Southemipton
just after Bobby Murdoch ook over at
Baora, i July 1981,

Armstrong played for Southampton's
miost successiul side ever, which finished
tho 53-B4 season as League runners-Lip
to Liverpool and reached the FA Cup
semifinals, At that time, Southampton’s
team shaat read like a who's who of foot

mas Summer MJEJ

ball personalities, as Armstrong counted
amang his team-matas tha Hkes of Peter
Shilton, Frank Worthington and Kevin
Keegan,

Dawvid had first consented (o an in-
terview when | mel im at the Blue Bell
Hate in Middiesbrough for the Charfton's
Champlans book launhch a couple of
vears ago. [ miet hivi aganin recantly at an
other former player's event and, as Doad
still Ives in the Southamplon arga, we
arranged o meaet on the afternoon of
Bovo's away match against the Saints in
March,

As his career at Boro has been cow
gredd in detalf in many publications oveyr
the years, | concentrated most of my
guestions an s career and life subse-
guent to leaving Boro - an area of which
nat very much is generally Rigwn

Anather factor governing this is that
Davied was wmwilling to answer some of
my more searching questions because
I is currently writing a ography which
he-hopes will be in the shops by Chist
mas, We hope o have some as prizes
for an MSS gathenng in the near future,

Davidl greets us at the entranca ta his
office and we adjouwrm Lo an adiscent b,
It is set on a magnificent quay sur
rounded by floating gin palaces, 10 min-
utes walk from the Friends Provident
Stadium. It Is a lovely sunny afternoon

We get the beers In and | suggest we sit
n a far comer, because this bar will Tl up
with people on their way 10 the match
during the next couple of hours,

David left Boro just as the freefall
into debt and despair was beginning.
Iohin Neal had laft the club, Bobby Mur
doch had taken ovar, and many players
feslt that thelr caneers wond Stagnmting,
and that the cluby was ndl going forward
How right they were - and who colld
biame them? - but, | asked what wenn
David's own mamarias of that time?

“| kniw when 1L was tme o go be
cause of the lack of ambition of the club
{0 add the plavers that we needed, Bt
also, | was getting in a rut, possibly be
cause of the club’s lack of ambition, i
wag very frustrating, We needed & proven
goalscorar, bacause we had a great mid
field i bath Jack (Chaflon's) and John
Meal's teams, Jack brought in payers like
AP Wiood, but these ware very averags,
makeshifl players, who did ot halp 1o im
prove the feam as a whaole,”

A Sunderland supporter Trom child
hood, Armstrong played = ond scored
agalnst the Mackems In a good many
derby games. | wondered what it feels
like to score against the team you grew
up loving, and whether it ever affected
his game’?

*Oh no, | wanted to score against

Pictures of David Armstrong today by Shaun Keogh




“I am a Sunderland
supporter, but
Middlesbrough
are my family”

them, Al af my school friends wene on
the 1 :
It made me
win. If | had a
derdand, | - stick from my life
Hl B85 my leam-mates
s 10 win
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“Thiz upsetting thing fram my polnt of

in the game, | thought that |
follow the path of playor
f e, manager and then into full biown
= ement, Instead, after )
i plandng mmy injury
was such that | am
now registered as

did my
coaching badg
even though |
could not physi-

cally stand all day on my leg,

but | needed the coaching

badges to try ta get Into man-

agement. In retrospect, | shauld-

n't havie taken them because it did not

do my leg any good and | did not pet &
managemeant job, "

Therefore, David was left with the
stark reality of leaving the only workplace
he had ever known for an unoertain
future as he approached his midthirties,
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“ am mow o director
ot the company |
wark for Mong with
Jimmy Case (he's
on the left in the
pictire) and life s
much batter than it
has boen”

“lwas unemployed before | joined

&

this company and we were three
weeks away from losing our house”

P A daunting prospect for anyong, |1 was
cleary @ struggle 1o adapt and survive,

“| tried & number of jobs... | thought
that baing a wall-respectad and high pro-
file player that | was that | would auto-
miatically be employed 85 a manager, of
chiof aoout - whatevar, Over a period of
about 15 years | applied for every job
going in the game, but | was never gen
an opportunity, | made a fow shortlisis
But that was (1, | endod up having to take
a number of jobs because | stll had a
mortgage to pay, | worked in soft drinks;
| loaded shelves, sold videos into shops,
Eventually | had & bit of good luck and got
back into the game by being appointed
thie first footballing Community Develop
ment Officer in the south of England at
Bournemouth FC.

“The jab invalved promaoting the fa-
cilities at Bournemouth Football Club to
the local community. | informed people
and organisations that they can use tha
club facilities for things like bingo, birth-
diay parties — anything to invalve the com
munity in the football club

“It 5 @ vitally important job at any
cluty, and you will see why
tonight, because thare will
be virtually a full house
hare, Pulling in 30,000 for a
mid-week malch s no meon
fat for a town like Southamp
ton, and a lot of the success on
that front is to do with the wark
done by this community officers at the
cluby, Al elubs now have people daing this
job, but at the time | was appointed it
was an untried anea here in the south,”
Winning this job and getting back into
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the garme was claarty a real boost 1o Anm
strong's confidence after some difficult
times. Howewver, more bad news pre-
sented itself eventually:

“After a few yaars of happly doing my
jotr at Bournemouth, the team manager
Harry Redknapp left to take avir at West
Ham, so | applied for his jol,. However,
thi cluby appointad Tony Pullis instaad

| winnt 1o see Tony straight eway and
sald, 'Look, you know that | applied for
this jot, but | don't want you 1o sga meg
25 a threal begause | am guite happy car
Fying on dolng the communily wiork,
Within three weehs | was aut of a job. |
sometimes wonder how some people gl
it the famee.

“Howevar, my job wiss funded by the
foothall trust, so the clul could not sack
me because they did not pay my wages.
The funding was withdrawn from
Boumeamaouth, and | became the commu
nity afficer for Dorset. | was answerablo o
the PFA, whi ware answarable to the foat
bl trust, After a while | became commu
nity officer at Reading, and then in March
1995 an apportunity came up to be Gen
eral Manager at Waterlooville, who ane in
the Doctor Martens League, It was my job
1o generate income, and | maore than fre-
e it for them, | did well thera.”

After a number of years at Water
loowilie, David had ghwen up all hope of
pgetting back into the game he grow up
with. The years away have developed his
business acumen, and after another
slump in fortunes on leaving Watar
[rowiile, he jained Absolute Office Sup-
plies, s cuFrent amployers:

“Although | am now & director at Al

solute (afong with Jmmy Case, Exliver
poal, Brighton, Southampian and
Bourneymouth) and e is much Detler
than It has been, | was unemployed
biefore | joined this company and wie were
thres weeks away from [osing our house,
It has been o very tough time.

“The {oothall cannection with Hmimy
and 1 helps the business in that people
can buy papar for, say £2.60 & ream from
our competitors, but they can buy it from
us for £2.49 and have a chat about foob
ball as wall.”

So, what did he think af the contrast
Between the moderm game and the gamies
that he knew?

“There are a lot of peopla in 1he
game now who do not have the passion,
determination and loyalty that | had, and
| don't krow how | would desl with that.
I'ch like to think that | could deal with i,
bt it s & cifficult scenario

M | woerer laying now, [ would be very
ambarrassed at the money | would be
earming. Mow, it's not the player's fault
it is mismanagement by directors and
rmanagers, Most club directons are very
successiul businessmen, bBut when
comes 1o belng directors of football
clubs, thair business Bcumen seems (o
go out of the window, And because these
players are garning 50 much money,
gome of f them lose all of their commit
mant. | think the Germans have got a
better system, because thay pay a lower
wage with high incantives,”

So where does he seo the fulure
going? David's answer jumped in my face
off af the mini disc when | pleyed it back
a couple of weeks later, because our
mieeting ook place a weelk before tha an
neuncement of the collapsa of ITV Digital:

“Something s going to have to
change pretty quickly because even the
TV campanies anme starting to catch a
codd: they paid far too much for the broad-
casting rights.”

Thi mikssive Bar that wa mel in was
empty a1 the start of our Inferview, but
by now it s crammed full of Saints fans
having 8 pre-match beer alongside us,
i has to leave before us Decause he
Is doing commentary and analysis on
tonight's match for a local mdio Station.
Physically bigger and now completely
ald, he is almost unrecopnisabie from
his paying days, but he is still greeted Dy
a fow Tans as he imps through the crowd
on his bad lag,

Likia many formear pros’, Armstrong
found the transition from playing football
to hawing a ‘proper job" & difficult turming
curve, Let's hope that fate has now deall
him BN easier moad o ravel, W
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Spike’s Boro record will never be beaten

Dawid holds a Boro following seven seasons. Tho pariod. These further 67 ® Transferred to Southampton
record thit is unlikely to league run ended during its matches means that ha August 1981 (£600,000 - Boro
be matehed or beaten in gighth year when he missed the  appeared in a staggering 372 rocord recelpt at time); 222
the modemn game; he made  match against Nottingham consecutive matches in ol league sppesrances, 59 goals:
305 consecutive League Fores! on Bth September 1980,  competitions for the Boro. ® Transferred to Boumemouth
appearancas for the club, However, this extraordinary @ Bom 26th December 1554; July 1987: Slx appaarances, two
His record run appearanca record s mads Tumad pro: 31st Decamber 1971:  goais.
commenced in March 1973 even more impressive because  Boro debut: 3rd Aprll 1972 away @ England under 23: four caps;
In & 1-1 draw against Aston during, this time Armstrong also v Blackpool; 428 appearances for  England 'B’: Two caps;
Villa and continued 1o include  plaved in every single cup game  Boro, 77 goals; Elghth in Boro's.  One full England cap: agninst
every game through the played by the Boro during this all time appearances list. Australia In Sydnay, May 1960. &



