EXCLUSIVE

under

pressure?

He was recently described by Chairman Steve Gibson as the
‘diamond in our crown’ but is attacked by many Boro fans, upset
at poor performances and results, so SHAUN KEOGH went to
the Hurworth training ground to meet BRYAN ROBSON

o0, here we are. The annual Robson

Bashing Season is now officially

open. All welcome, especially the

southern press. On the terraces, the

‘Walking In A Robson Wonderland'
chant has been consigned to the bin of history
along with ‘We've got Willie Willie Willle Willie
Whigham in our goal' and, more contentiously,
‘Zeeegaaa’.

How enviously every team manager in the
entire world must look upon Bryan Robson. Six
years, virtually unlimited funds, no
interference from the Chairman, probably the
best training facilities in the UK, magnificent
stadium, and, until last season, pretty much
100 percent support of the fans. If the next
Boro manager is offered half of the time,
money, facilities and support that Robson has
enjoyed, he will think he has died and gone to
heaven,

One thing is for sure. When Bryan Robson
does eventually leave the Boro = be it under a
cloud or, as is looking increasingly unlikely, on

L mss Winter 2000 /2001

the back of a 'Don't Go Robbo’ campaign -
the Boro will be deluged with job applicants.
Hell, | might apply myself.

So, a simple question: is Robbo a useless
manager? Of course not. Three Wembley finals
and two promotions at the first attempt is
pretty impressive. A much better question
would be: “Is he the right man to take Boro
forward to the next stage of development?”

Theories about the problems at Boro are
not exactly thin on the ground. Many fans do
back him, but question the effectiveness of
Gordon McQueen and especially Viv Anderson.
It is the coaching of the squad that seems to
be questioned more than anything. We know
that we have good players, and all credit to
Bryan for that. However, when he passes
these players onto his coaching staff, that is
where the problems seem to start - anyone
who witnessed the appalling organisation,
passing and understanding between the
players in the four games starting with the
cringeingly embarrassing televised Newcastle
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p» match could hardly disagree.

However, | was unable to question Robson
about these games, as the interview took
place on Friday 13th October — three days
before the encounter with the Geordies.

| arrive early at Rockliffe Park, and am
greeted by Robbo's friendly PA. | am shown to
a seat in the vast reception area, watching
players come and go...

For somebody who does not smile much on
the pitch, Hamilton Ricard appears a very
outgoing character. He is talking to a journalist
who he clearly has not seen for some time,
and they are both laughing loudly when
recalling a previous meeting (Apparently, it was
in Paris, Ricard was so drunk he could not
remember which Hotel he was staying in, In
his drunken state, the most sensible thing he
could think to do was to phone his Nan on the
other side of the world in Columbia, to ask her
if she might have any idea of the name of his
Hotel).

Karembeu slopes into reception like a little
boy lost. In his broken English and with a
downcast look on his face, he asks one of the
girls why his mobile phone won't work. Pah.
Namby pamby mollycoddled footballers. He
lifte his arm to pass the phone to her but it
lands four yards away. (All right, | made that
last bit up).

Keith O'Neill comes backwards and
forwards, throwing the reception ladies a few
jelly beans with every pass, to their squeals of
delight. | overhear the receptionists talking
excitedly about the imminent arrival of the UPS
delivery man, who they all clearly think is a bit
of a hunk. Unfortunately for them, Colin
Cooper, who s lurking nearby, overhears them
and on cue, the UPS man enters, to be
greeted by smiling, but professional ladies,
giving no indication that he is anything but
another delivery man. At this point, Coops
steps in and says to the delivery man words to
the effact of “1 don't believe this lot, they were
just saying how much they fancied you, and
now they treat you like just another guy.” The
poor bloke is deeply embarrassed; the girls
are absolutely mortified, Coops spends the
next ten minutes offering apologies that
become more and more grovelling (and witty).

This is a very happy place of work. Certainly
a lot more entertaining than being at the
Charlton away game.

| sit in on the scheduled 2pm press
conference, and immediately after the journos
leave, it is just Bryan and me. | ask him if he
reads MSS, He smiles and says he 'flicks
through it'. He also says he particularly looks
forward to reading Steve ‘Fat Nacker' Smith's
humourous articles. OK, OK, | made that up
too.

In the following seventy minutes, it becomes
rapidly clear that a fraud on a massive scale is
going on and being played out in front of my
very eyes, This guy must think | am really
stupid. Take it from me, Bryan Robson has an
idiot twin brother, It's true, It is this
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monosyllabic imbecile who gives the post-
match interviews, The grinding, slow answers
to questions that are delivered by a flat,
granite face in an almost tortured manner,
with every other word punctuated by a strange
word that he pronounces as “Errrr”, Example:
"The lads, errrr were really, errrr, up against it
in, errrr, the second half...”

| clearly was not paying attention for a few
seconds, because it was the idiot brother who
hosted the press conference, and somehow,
while the TV and radio boys were packing up
their stuff, a switch was made. Your secret is
out Bryan, and now the world knows.

I have in front of me the real Bryan. This guy
smiles throughout our time together, even for
the photos. | have listened to the interview a
few times now, and a more free-flowing and
yes, very likeable conversationalist you
couldn't wish to meet. Not an “er” in sight,

Why doesn't this guy do the media
interviews? Hang on a minute; if they are
twins, could the guy in front of me be the idiot
one?...

You said in your interview with us in 1994 that the first
thing you had to do was ‘sort out the defence'. The Boro
have concoeded some sloppy gonls this year - is the
defence not due for a major overhaul?

Ma, | don't think it's due for a major overhaul, becouse when
the lads are fit, we do defend well and do well as a team

Against Everton for instance, Vickers went off after 15
minutes, 5o that meant across the back four we had Festa
making his comeback, Jason Gavin playing his first game of
the season, and Dean Gordon making has first appearance
after a 16 month lay off, so we only had Curtis Fleming there
whi was at the tap of his fitness and had played a few
games. 5o in the last 20 minutes, three of those players ware
really tired, which is why Everton scored thelr late winner,
Fasta is getting better now because when he made his come-
back from injury in that game, he cost us a couple of goals
due o slappy defending. When my defenders are all fit and
playing week in week out, | think they are pretty dependable,
However, | am currently looking for @ couple of younger fads
b0 pul in with the defenders | have got,

Experienced defendera? Many fans are concerned that
young talent coming through the training academy are not
gotting the opportunities within the club that they perhaps
deserve. Why not give a chance of an extended run to
Jason Gavin, and Robbie Stockdale? Similarly, why did you
sell Craig Harrison?

For me, you've got to ook a1 young lads carears, and in my
opinion, Craig was behind Dean Gordon and Kelth O'Nell, and
he’s nol quite as good a player as those two, So to get haif
i millicn pounds for Cralg to ket him develop his own career
and 1o play at @ level that he s comfortable at, was good for
him and this elub. It shows that the youth policy is warking
bcauss you've brought a player through who has made you
some maney and has becoma a league player, | want 10 make
this cluby one of the top aight In this country, and | look at
Cralg and think, well, ha's 21 now, and | don’t think he is
going lo progress that far,

Robie as you know i1s on loan at Sheffield Wednesday,
because Curtis Fleming looks as fit as he has ever bean
since I've been at the club, and Robbile was behind him, So
et at thes stage of his development, it was more important
for Robbia 1o play league football in front of erowds, and that
will keap him maore on top of his game than playing in our
reserves, Playing first team football exposes him to the
nerves and atmosphere thot goes with the big game, and that
Is totally different from & reserve game,

In on interview with our magazine in 1994, Steve Gibson
said that ‘When we ore established in the Promiership, wo
will change our goals' You said on taking over the job that
‘success’ here means gotting Boro into the Premiership -
doos that mean that you have now taken the club as far as

you can go?

My aims, and the Chairman's alms are 1o go into the history
books, we want to play in Europe and win our first major
traphy. So that's the next step

Bearing in mind the 100 parcent support you have enjoyod
from Steve Gibson since day one, what would you have to
achieve horo between now and the time you leave to feel
in your heart that your managership was successful?
Success for me would be wo establish this club 0 the Premier
League, and lose the "yoyo' lag that everybody associates
this club with, | feal that we have more or less done that, but
you've got 1o go six, seven, sight years without going down 1o
prove it,

If Coventry can do it for 30 years as they have, we should
be able to...

Thal's exactly right, Especially when you consider the lounda
tions we have lald with the stadium and this tralning growund,
and the quality of players that we have within the club now,
But a few of them are getting on a bit...

The fans sometime give me stick aboul having older players
liker Pally, Coops, and then we had Townsend and Gazza, but
the reason we have stayed In the Premiership these last fow
yoars is bocause of these players, who have been thers and
can gel results for vou, When Townasend, for his own reasans,
decided to feave, peaaple were saying 'Oh no, we've lost Andy,
whit are we gonna do now' sort of thing, but we replaced him
with Paul Ince. . how bad is that?

Do you see Karembeu as a natural successor to Juninho?
What was the thinking behind not re-signing him?

Mo, hi's more of defensive minded playar, althaugh he 1s
good on the ball, [Nt at Southampton he wasn’t, Or against
Newcastie, Or Charlton for that malter. ., ] | know that the fans
wiera all for Juninho 1o stay, but | got Alen Baksic for £3m laas
than Juninho would have cost, | thought, the end product, as
far as scoring and making goals s concerned, there's no
daubt that Boksic has got to be better value. | think Juninho
was a very good creator of goals, but he wasn't a good
finisher himsell, and his record shows that, he missed the
target 1oo many imes, So that's the decision | had (o make,
it saved me £3m, £2.5m of which | spent on Karembeu,

“l want to make
this club one of
the top eight in
this country”

How did Ziege got that clause in his contract?

We never like to give anyone these clauses, | mean, Juninho
and Ravanelli and others afl asked for get out clauses if we
got relegated, but we never pave. them, Howevar, after me
and Christian had tied everything up and agreed the deal, his
German agent put a hald on the transfer, unless be Rad this
clausa. The reason for it was 0 case Christian and his Tamily
didn't settle in the north east.,,

The north cast? Not England, as has been reported?

o That's right, the north east, if he didn't settie here, he
could go. It was very disappainting, because Christian is a
top class wing-back. With Christian on the right and Keith
O'Nell and Dean Gordan on the left, | felt we had the balange
right. I'm still looking for the player to replace him,

Alen Boksic has been a greal success since he arrved,
and has impressed everyong with his pace, abilny 1o get
behind defences and goal-scoring... How much better do you
think he might have done if ha had been able to link up with
a Juninho, who has the vision and skill ta thread passes
along the ground inta the gaps behind defences?

It goes back to what | said eanier: | fell that the whole
package of Juninho was a hell of 8 ot of money. To have
bought Juninho and Boksic would have cost a tatal of £9m,
Plus | feel thal Marinelll is going to be a similar player to
Juninho, He has all of the qualities of Juninho, except
pirhaps the lghtening pace of f the mark that Juninha had,
but he has very similar aspects to his game,
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P | came in for a fair bit of grief over the Ravanelll interview
= some people think | am his biggest fan but...
(Lauighs) you should bel HeE scored 33 goals and was a big
success!
«with the hindsight of a foew more years of managorial
experience, and the opening of Rockliffe, do you think that
the comment made during the Ravanelli unrest by an
lalian journalist that 'yvou don't buy a Forrari unloss you
have a garage to put it in' was pretty falr comment?
Fabrizio know what he was coming into, He saw the plans of
this (Rockliffe Park) and he Knew it would be a year before |t
was buill. That's why it annoyed me, Keith Lamb and tha
Chalrman, when he sald to you that the facilitles hers ware
no good, because he'd seen all of the plans for Rockliffe; he
knew it was In the pipeline, 50 tharg was no need for him to
Ro and spout his mouth off, especially as 1he Chairman has
put £8m into this place,

Ravanelli: “There was no
need for him to go and
spout his mouth off...”

Poul Ince said after the Southampton match that Boksie
was constantly whingeing at his team mates during the
gaime, but that it is OK by them becouse 'ot least it shows
that he cares'. What is the difference between Boksic
showing that he cares by whingeing at players, and
Ravanalll being called a troublemaker for doing exactly
the same thing?

The thing with Fabrizio was that e would shout and hava a
go and show that he cared, but it was his gesticulating with
his hands that annoyed the lads, Now Alen doesn't do that,
he'll have & go al the lads, whereas Fabrizlio would show his
anger to the whole of the crowd; that's what the players didn't
like. But some of the lads here now are reslly gulet, | they
make a run Into the box and they don't get the pass and the
player with the ball shoots and misses, they just accept i
They turn around and get on with the game, and | say they
should ket the other player know they are unhappy. | mean,
ir it was me, I'd rip the blokes® head of ! (laughs).

Alan Moore has not played since April 99 -what is the
nature of his injury - will he ever get back to fitness?
He's had aboul six operations. He had circulation problems
ir his calves, so he had all the veins more or less took out |
think (laughs). Ha cama back from that, and he has since had
el operations on his knees, because he has some sort of
tendonitis problem, MNow the kids' just staring 1o come back
again

Will he ever play again?

Yoeah, | think he's got the ability, but for the past two and a
hall years he has had one inury after anathar. | mean, he
was one of the first players on my team sheel when | first
Came here.,

What about the youth sot up - do we have a Kewell or
Scholes coming through?

Wea have some good kids coming through who | think will
definitely play at League level, How high they go is down to
their own detarmination

When do you see Marinelli getting a prolonged run in
the team?

Carlos has showed soma lovely skills, but he |s still
developing as a lad and a player. He has moved from
thie ather side of the world, and that in itselfl s 8
massive step, The thing 1've got 1o do s nurture him, 5o that
wheer hie s physically and mentally right and coan work like an
English player, then | can pul hbim in regular, He did reatly well
against Villa and Macclesfield, bul he's only just turned 18,
and he will develop into a good player.

To me, the current squad has echoes of the relegated
team from 1996-97 - some excellent individiial players
who just didn't gel as a toam. The Southampton match was
a good example, because even though we won the game,
weo got out of jail really, because Southampton weore
unlucky not to take at least a point, There was some
drondful pasaing mnd movement by the Boro players - do
you think that is a fair analogy? W

When you are making changes all the time as we have had !
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i this season, the cohesion |5 nol going to be thera, and
there is no fluency inyour play, It's when you've been playing
togather for six or seven games and you've had mayboe one
change rather that the three or four that we sesm Lo have
bean doing every match, that's when It starts 1o look rlght, |
don't blame the lads for it, | think we have played 25 players
50 far [up to the day of this interview, 1.3 October] which is
ridiculous,

Do your achievements of the past five years match up to
what you aimed to achleve for when you took over 7
Yes, | think sa, | am pretly pleased, The Chairman gave
me a three year contract when | came here, and | said
wall, if we get promoted in that time, that will be a
pood achlevement, That's how 1T started @nyway
(faughs). Bul whan you gel promotod the first vear,
the pressure 15 on, The Chalrman sald to me, "We'll
back your judgment on which players wo bring in'. | think
the first year we had in the Pramiership we did nicely, than

" the second yoar we tried 1o go that one step further. The

depth of my squad that year wasn't good enough (o cope,
You mean the injury problems?

No, it was mora the number of games wa played, what with the
cup semidinals and the replays. Blg cup pames really take it
oul of your players, especially those who have never bean
thera befora, Now, Ravanalli, Emerson they copad with it quite
witll, bul some of our players had blg problems. Il yvou look at
the records, you'll see that in the League matches that
followed the cup games that year, we lost nearly every game
1-0, (He's right. Out of 12 league games thal followed cup
matches, Boro won just one, drew three, and loat eight, five
of them by 1-0. Interestingly, the Coca Cola second leg agalnst
Stockport which Boro also lost 1.0, was the first match after
the FA Cup 6th round win against Derby), So that was a big




problem; same of the boys were just out on their feet,
hﬂﬂwm’tfwﬂnwpmmwwﬂhuﬂwﬂm..
Yeah, we probably would have done, So, the success of the
squad, with the cup runs, was thers, but with the ralegation,
Ravaneili, Juninho and Emerson all wanted to go, But, on the
bright side, we got great money in for them,

I was fortunate that a1 that time Andy Townsend was
looking for a new challenge, and then Merse, | couldn't
berlieve that Merse was available and would come to us Just
after we'd been relegated, So for me, those were the Twa
maln sigrings that year; it was so impartant for this club to
Bet straight back into the Premier League,

The fans were brilllant, because they made It so much
caslar for the Chalrman and | by buying up all of the season
tickels, even though we had just been relegated, That Rave
everybody here such a blg boost, that the fans were right
behnind us,

Buring the summer after we got promoted, | had a differ
ent idea on how | should buikd a base first st the elub rather
than golng In big like | did the previous time, That's why my
Signings that year were the likes of Gary Pallister, Colin
Cooper, Daan Gordon, Keith 0'Nalll. Howavir, | didn't expect
o lase Marse, thal was o blow,

Since we gol back up, our League position was highér two
yeors ago than |t was last season, bul two years ag0 we
didn't have anywhore nesr s many Injuries as wa did last
year, and OK, we finlshed in a lower position than the previ
Ous year, but we had one polnt more, It was an Improvement,
bt not the improvement | wanted. | was looking for an alghi
ar nine paint difference. This year, | want to finish higher than
last year, but | don't want 53 or 54 paints, I'm looking ta
finish with something ke 60 points, o show that we are
making steady progress.,

“This year, |

want to finish

higher than
last year, but I
don’t want 53 or
54 points, I'm
looking to finish
with something

What concerns many Boro fans is that they look at what
Sunderland and Leicester have achieved on very much
smaller budgets, and they foel that given the money that
¥ou have spont - albeit on some world class playors -
Hmmhhﬂdﬁﬂmmmhfmnm
are still underachieving.

You've got to remember that the difference between the
maney | have spent and the money | have recouped s only
E14m, (I have listened to this part of [he tape @ fow times,
and 11 s difficult to make out if Bryan s saying £14m or
L40m. Anyway, | malke jt about £32.27m - sea article tat
follows this interview, SK) During the summer | spent £10m,
but if we get what we think we are gonna get from Liverpoo
for Zeige, put that together with the £0.5m from Palace for
Cralg Harrison, It shows o spend of only £2m.

Have you ever ‘resigned’ from the elub and been
persuaded to stay? There have been many rumours to this
offect, especially after the Everton game.

No, I've haven't done that,

You've always been successful - what does it feel like to
experience the other side of the coin what with the flue-
tuating form of the team and the stick from the fans?
Well, nobodly likes eriticism, It 1s & blaw ta your pride, but | just
try to be balanced in my thoughts; although if we are battam
of the League came Christmas, |'ll expect a lol of pressurs,
But you've just got 1o be level headed and do whiat you think
Is correct, Last season, during Tanuary and February, | found
it & bit diffioult; | was hoving doulbts, | would be oul with my
wife In & pub or something, and people would ba saying things
thaat you can hear, but they are not saying It to your face., This
year has been a lol better; people are bting much micer,
Would you relish the chance of being the next manager to

bring the World Cup home to England? Having been b
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“If we are
bottom of ti

League con
Christmas, |

expect a lo

of pressure
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P England captaln, although being unfortunatoe to suffer

problems when you could have Hfted s World Cup,
do you feel that It Is almost your destiny to manage

England?
| hope it 18 I'd like to get more exparience and success os a
club manager, and then If | felt prepared mentally for it, and

it was offered to me again, | will find the right time to say yes:

and glve the job my best shot,

| could go If | wanted to.

Whart is Christmas like In England for the forelgn players
= for instance, the British habit of training on Christmas
morming - do the forelgn players find It a bit strange?

s completaly alien to them, becauss most other counlries
havi winter breaks; they Just call us crazy Englishmen
(laughs). When the fiture list comes out, they loak at &ll the
games around Christmas and they can't balieve it

I= training on Christmas Day a fun occaslon with lots of
windups and practical jokea?

You tend not to prat about on Christmas Day because every
hody |s focused on the game the next diy, On end of seagan
trips If you take the lads away somewhare, that's when you
Eet people hiving thlr oyalirows shaved off, or being locked
aut of thelr rooms and having their clothes thrown out of the
wineow | loughs),

Do you romembes any timas from your playing days whena
you were up against or playing alongside people who
cloarty still had too much alcobiol In thelr system? [/ tell
poarformance sgainst an overumg side on New
There was a similar ane when | was at Man Urited. Wa had
ployed on the Saturday and had wen our game, and then Villa,
who ware the only team that could catch s, ware playing
Oldham, wha boat tham 10 which e
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Shaun Keogh asks:

Diamond

or fake?

f any Boro fans are cunous 8s 1o what Brian Robson's main

achlevement has been since taking over the managers chair

8ix yours ago, they need look no further that the transfer bal

ance sheal, Ever since he announced his first managerial sin

Ing, the free transfer of his old Manchester United mate
Clayton Blackmore in the summer of 1994, Robson has spent
aboul £78,9m of Steve Glbsons' hard earmed readies,

Has it all been worth it? Thare is no doubiting that the three
Wemblay appearances mean something special to Boro fans,
but if the past twenty five years are anything 1o go by, Boro seem
destingd ta be a yoyo club; either too good to stay In Division
One, bint never good enough 1o achieve stability in the Premier
League

Coventry and Southampton fans may complain that every
year 15 8 struggle, but of least their teams have been consistont;
they struggle every year and every year they survive, The only
consistent thing about Boro is thelr inconsistoncy,

Therefore, after spending 0 much money, shouldn't
Robsan al the very least have a team who, backs against the
wall, can dig in and hold on? As Boro, a bit earlier than usual,
seem 10 be plunging into thelr now traditional Premiership col
lapse, the guestion is: What is going on?

Qutwardly, everything is upbeat., Pre-Riverside, during
Robson's first season, attendance’s al Ayesome Park were up
10,000 on the previous year, Than for the first three seasons
at the Riverside, all season tickets were sold out, reporiedly
creating B waiting list of 3000 fans with cash ready. Quite offen
m these first two seasons, the attendance was only kept below
capacity by the away end being less than full. It was then de
cided to add an extra 5000 seats for the start of the season
before last o accommodate e walting 2000, However, last
tarm, season tickets did not sell 5o well and this year has been
even worse, It seems that the Robson magic has worn @ fouch
thin - or are the fans unrealistic in thair ambitions for the club?

It appears ta some that
Steve Gibson's dream is .
wrning into a nightmare *
al the Riverskde, After all
the hoohah of Robson's
appeintment, and the mag
nificent stadium rising from Lhe
wastaland of the docks, the foal
ball walching people of Middies
brough are standing hack and aking &
ook, What they are seeing 1s a club that
has spent nearly alghty milllon pounds on
players who, notwithstanding the excellent
training facilities and thelr heflty wage packets,
have not fared that much better than the work
manhke grafters that Lenny Lawrence put o
pother before Robson turned up,

Sounds ridiculous? The facts speak for
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themselves, Lawrence presided over & total of 134 Leagus
matches al Middlesbrough, Including one season In the Pre
mier League, | you were o compare thal against Robson's first
134 League matches o Boro, it makes quite startling reading:;
P W D L pls pis per game

average
Lawrence 134 52 35 47 191 142
Robson 134 B1 37 46 190 141

Viewad In this way, Robson's record seems quite dismal
when you consider the difference betwean the Boro that
Lawrence worked for and the suparh set up that Robson literally
witlked into.

It doasn't get much better when vou look at Robson's com
plete League record ot Boro up to and including the 1-2 defeat
by Manchestar United:

257 99 T4 B4 371 1.44

I could be said Robsons' average of 1.44 polnits per game
fonly 1.3 percent higher than Lawrence achieved) would resdlt
In & swift exit at some clubs who think of themselves as ambl
tious, But Gibson |s & decent man, and has made his cholce:
ha is giving Robson the ane thing that managers value above
and beyond a multimillion pound transfer chest - and that is
time, Time to bulld a team; to take a few chances; to learn fram
the mistakes that human belngs make

All this taken Into consideration, the thing that ssems Lo
really irk some HBoro fans |s that six years on, the club does not
seam to be as better off as thoy may reallsthcally liave expectod
in the heady days when Rabson joined.

When Robson cama undar fire in the national press aiter
Boro's abysmal 1-4 home defest by a struggling Derty County
last season, he was rled Inle asking his Interviewsar, with his
granite features showing nol a trace of irony “Wall, where witre
the club bafore | came along?” It Is a debatable point, but many
Boro fans foel that any manager, given the funds and facilities

that Robson has enjoyed,

Should expect to achieve al

. least whiat Robson has.

50 where ware Boro

before Roabson camae

aglong? It appears thoy

were playing under @ 1eam

manager who was caping guite

miraculausly given thi (crumbling)

ground, (lsck of) monay and (dread

ful) training facilities that he had. And

then the voung freshiman Robson ook over

just as some sarious digging was bolng car

ried oul; the footings on the new Riverside Sta

dium and the depths' of Steve Gibsons'
pockets, o be precise.

Iiv industrial térms, Robson appears (o

have donie the equivalent of taking over &
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vary poor but well run business just as it 1s about 1o move 1o a
brand new lactory, with the bonus of a huge amount of cash de
posited at the bank, The new, inexparnenced manager has tried
lots of expensive, newfangled methods, bul has the return fully
Justified the means? Further, what has happened to the neasr
L£79m that he has spent? The ane thing that all saloon bar pun
dits will tall you is that he has no excusea, given all of the monay
that he has spent. Or has he? This s where the tide tums In
Robson's direction,

The difference between cash pakd and cash recened Tor
players since Robson took over al Boro, shows a tatal deficit of
around £32m. Over the six yoars that Robson has been in
charge that represents, at the very ieast, good business, Cer
tainly good value for two promations and three Cup finals, How
could anyone build a successful Premier League side when
spending a Iithe over £5m per year?

However, dig a bit deeper and a very interesting situation
ovolves, Robson had brought in and subsequently sold or re-
[easad through retirement or work permit problems, 20 players
i s time at Boro. The difference in funds pald and received
for these players shows a surplus of £3.5m. Add to that the
£2.6m that Robson received for players brought in by previous
managers, and you have a whopping £6.1m, Impressive?
Maybe. It certainly goes some way 1o esplaining why Gibson
doesn't want to let Hobson go. He is same salesman,

Sa what about the current players? Boro's souasd, including
the three Taithiul stetwarts still on board from the pre-

Robson era, Mustoe, Fleming and the permanently in- %
jured Alan Moore cost about £39m. (Around £12m mome “n
than last seasons” squad, Incidentaly), Currantly, it is es
timated that thay would togather fatch anly about £25m,

Steve Gibson was gquoted last year as saying of Robson:
“If he goes, so do 1", But even taking that comment as perhaps
bravado, the fact is that if Robson goes, Anderson and McQueen
are likely to follow, as would many of the players, It woukd feave
Boro with & massive rebuilding job throwghout the ranks akong
wilh the struggle to survive in the llons den of the Premier
ship.

Brian RAobson has certainly helped raise the profile of
our club, People forget that this is his first managerial post-
irg: & groat player does not automatically make & great man
ager, Motahle fallures include the late, great Bobby Moore
pnd Sir Bably Charlton — although neither of these had
the facilities or funds afforded Robson when they were in
charge at Southend and Preston. On balance, Gibson s
prabably right in his thinking that Robson will one day be
i great manager; bul he Knows these things don't
happen overnight and that Robson 1s human and will
mige mistakes, Most impostantly, Robson, confrary to

PLAYERS BOUGHT AND SUBSEQUENTLY

ﬂﬂiﬂfﬂﬂiﬂﬂl BY ROBSON
COsT RECEIVED  BALANCE

.runm £4.76m £12m £7.26m  profit
Paul Merson £4.5m £6.75m £226m  profit
Nick Bammby E5.25m L8.78m LE0O0,000 profit
Mikkel Beck Fres E500,000  £500,000 profit
Nell Cox Eim £1.2m £200,000 profit
Emnmon £4m £4.26m L£260,000 profit
Al Miller £425,000 E500,000  ET5000 profit
Chris Frosstono E15,000 £75,000 £60,000 profit
Christian Taige £4.5m EB.Bm L£im profit
Cralg Harrison Junkoms £500,000  £500,000 profit
Jnima WMorono £250,000 £100,000  -£150,000 joss
Phil Whiolan E330,000 EATE000  -£165 000 loas
Gary Walsh £500,000 £250,000  -£250,000 loss
Marco Branca Eim L£500,000* -L500,000 loss
Andy Townsoad £500,000 £50,000  -£450,000 loas
Jun Ange Flortoft £1.3m LT00,000 -£600,000 loss
Nigel Peamon £750,000 Aotired SLTH0,000 loss
Vigdimir Klndir £1m Wik parmit withdimws  -£1m loas
Fabrlzlo Ravanall £Tm £5.25m LLT6m  loss
Paul Gascodgne £3.45m Big i ein £3.46m  loms
TOTALS E40.52m £44.08 E3.53m PROAT

We would like to hear MSSers views on
the Robbo debate. Write to us (turn to
page 3) or email shaunkeogh@aol.com

Honeymoonis
over Robho, sa

puckyour bug_

Profit and loss: the southern press comments, has notl really spent a lot of
Robba made maney at all,

£7.25m on Junirnho Gibson has to balance that agalnst the Tact that Middies
but fost £1.75 on brough people are desperate for some success. The continued
the White Feather

drop in attendance’s at the Riverside may be the only thing to
force Gibsons' hand on this; Robson may not enjoy such fine
support fram his chairman If gates dip betow the 25,000 mark
The trouble ks that Boro folk are so used to being relegated that
a drop into the sacond hall of the table couplad with a lack of
passion on the field sets their alarm bells ninging.
In any case, if Robson was to leave, who would take his
place? There is not exactly a queue of lop class people
wanlting to fill his boots - certainly nobody whio could
bring In the wonderful flalr players that Robgon
: dicl in the early days.
Better the devl you know foF the time being,
; eh Mr Glbson?

/ shown are correct, However, no-ang s perfect (What
ave you saying, ke ? P Readman) so if you have spat

led arvy errors, mail ine: shaunkeoght®aol .com
My thanks to the various M55 members who e
mailed guestions for me Lo ask Bryan, | used most of

the popular questions, with the excaeption of the various
verstons of "What will it take for you to resign?”

N

B | am grateful to Paul Readman for prood resd
ing and checking the enarmous amount of Infor
mation in this article. In addition, my thanks o
Vince Henderson-Thynne, Paul Readman and
Martin Walker at MFC for contributing informa
tion in the varous lists sccompanying this arti

cle. To the best of my knowledge, all of the figuras

PLAYERS SOLD, NOT ROBSON'S SIGNINGS | ZIMMER TOP 10
BY ROBSON: | STILL AT BORO Age of et birthday #s ot

Michasl Oliver L16,000 | (escluding fres tranafes) Movermbar 2000;

Kalth O'Hallomn L50,000 | Ugo Enlogu £8m Qary Pallistor 36

Cmig Liddla E£80,000 | Bdoan Deane Edm Colin Coopar 34

Andy Collet £50,000 | Josaph Desire-dob  E3m Stove Vichors a4

Alan White LE0,000 | Alen Boksic £3m Faul Ince a4

Richard Litsurd E200,000 | Glenucn Festa £3.Tm Brian Dwane 33

Doroh Whyte £2650,000 | Gary Pallister E£2.85m Robbie Mustos 33

Anely Todd £250,000 | Colin Cooper £2.6m Ciirtis Fleming 33

John Hondrie £280,000 | Christlan Karembeu £2.1m Glanluca Fasta 32

Micky Mohan £330,000 | Mool Whalan £2m Mark Croasbey 32

Geaham Kavanagh £500,000 | Hamilton Ricard £3m Mardon Barestord 32

Jamile Pollock E600.000 | Alun Armsirong L1 6m

TOTAL £2,808,000 | Carfdes Marinoli E1.6m Bubbding wnder:

Total spont: £T8.92m Mark Sohwortzer  £1.28m Nadl Madidinan 32

Tolal rocelved: £4G,68m Paul Ince £im Alon Boskic 3

Ditference between purchasing and | Dean Gordon E900,000 | Christion Karombeu 30

saboa: £32.2Tm (£5.3m par yoar) Kalth 0'Nail ET00,000

* Thosiit 16 ba 0w amaunt pard o Marfon Beresford  £400,000

e o | Toen £

"rll.'ﬂ FM; ANy Ilalu'rl-i TOTAL £38.4m

** CEreiusly, tis FRicaleg the
mmount etesas] o i phapor, Rot mmy
[P el T,

l:rr:ll Winter 2000,/2001 E




