ke many Boro fans, | was intrigueed 10
read in the national press recently that
our lenvaurte punchbag, Fab Rav, has
stated his desire to be Boro manager,
Apparently, Probably. Because that's the
problam with Rav isn't it? No sooner has be been
“guoted” than he s hastily backtracking, claiming
a misguote, You anly hiawae 1o mention his name to
mary Boro fans and they are spetting blood @ the
very thought of Ravanelli and his “misquotes”, He
dpparenthy made his commeants In an interview
with Bernle Slaven for Baro TV, The Boro websiie
prosmisad that they would putlish tha full
transcript, If they have, | can't find it
Howewer, the cluly dismissed Ravanalli's
comments, making light of it by suggesting that
there was probably a translation enor batween
Bemie's Glasgow accent, Rav's narthern Italtan
and Rav's |||1|-|pr-'1|"l_ Could it be that MFC have
used the same ‘mistranslation” excuse that Ray
wits fond of using during his time at Boro and
beyond? Suraly not,
| hinve 1o siy thst | dig not underatand why the
Boro senl Bermle ard & camara corew all the way 1o
Rome to merview a plaver who s notorous for

Imﬂ SLrTaTIer ',:'{.H!@

A -'

claiming to be "misquoted”™ withaut al least
brirging thelr own imerpratar. How can you ever
hope 1o got a oorrect Interpretation rom
somelody who 15, In effect, working for somebody
alse, and with all respect, not ane al your own
leam’? So, | thought, ket's get o the bottom of this
once and for all, | sent a fax to Lazio for the
gttention of Ravanelll (in English) stating that if b
wanted 1o put his side of the whaole sorry story of
his time al Boro and the récant press reports,
then | was wilhing 10 travel to Romee, with an
interpreter, and | promise hand on Beart bt | will
not mismterpret amdhing he says.,

This was, you understand, sent more In
annovance at how the Boro cocked-up thair plece,
| diclm't even have an interpreter inomind. Anyway,
| cleared my desk and pot on wilh sameEthing
etse, and lorgol all about it. There is no wiy hat |
even expected the courtesy of a reply

S50, a couple of weaks later, the phong fngs,
and a voice says "Ellp, er, thees eez Fabrizio
Ravanell,..,” | noardy choked on my executive
tea, | can tell you, It was clear that his English
wias it good, bt | managed to pick up on the
fact that he seemed to be savng, “Yes, I'd like to

RAVA

o the interview”, Whit | nooded wos somaeans
wiho spoke Italian, But | was In my office, which |s
ot the bottom of iy garden i a hamlat of 30
houses, three miles (nom the nearast town and
col daap in the middle of the Hertfardshire
countryside, And then | remembered, the lady
who lives opposite s Halian, What & strake of
luck] As Ravanall had called me on my mobile, |
dashed over o my neighbour while keaping Rav
o0 the line by soing " Momental momenta!l™ and
within seconds, having briefly explained my plight
ta my nelEhbour, communication wiis restansd,
and | agreed to fly out to Rome five days (ater
M, my 1 alian ||I_-IE'II'I|i|:|'_ Alba, had no idea
who she was speaking to untll the call was
ended. Howeyver, sho and Carko, her husband of
fifty WErs dar' just let thie warld pass tham by in
thedr quiet retirement. One of the things that they
both enjoy is foothall, and oné programme that
they enjoy 1s Channal 4's Football Mal@, 50 when
| told Alba wiho she had just been spealking to,
shix stood in stunned silence and after & whik
said words o the effect of "Dohl He'sa the white

fepthior! He's gotta looowely leps!” | ook
4 =]
Boross 1o her aver the top ol my glasses and said
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P 1| want to talk first of all about how you came to play
for Middlesbrough; You had just had a great season
winning the Eurepean Cup with Juventus, and then you
moved to Boro - o low-achioving but ambitious club.
Why Boro?
| lpoked at Middiesbrough and was Impressed because they
wera portrayed to me as a club with a big future.

You have been openly criticised by other former Boro
players for causing a great deal of unrest In the dross-
ing room. From a supporters point of view, your unhap-
piness with other players was clear to see at times on
the pitch. When you look back, do you think your criti-
sism of team mates on and off the pitch was harsh, or

did they maybe misunderstand your Italian passion?
- Yes! [talian people are very passionate; but | did not cause
“u any troubla, | only wantad what was bost far the team
and Middlesbrough Football Club. There wera
three or four players there who madé it difficult
for me to concentrate. | say this becausa | would
like the fans to understand what my problems
wire. There were three or four players who did
not play for the club, they played for them-

selvas, and for me, this was a big problem.

‘_ﬂi'i. | | felt that some players were not as profes-
sional as | am, and yes, | did get angry at times,
but it was because | cane about Middlesbrough.
Mo; To give you an example of the problems we had,
whenever we had an away game, the leam doctor
never travelled with the team, So if you picked up an

During your time at Boro you made many
tripa back to Raly to got treatment for injuries
- did you have no confidence in the set-up for
this sort of thing at Boro?

UM mas Summer 2000

RAVANELLI

Injury 1t could not be treated. It is very difflcult for a player to
have to deal with this.

Why did the doctor not go to away games?

{Shrugs) | don’t know,

Did you aver have any argument with Mr. Gibson?
Evaryday! (laughs) But it would be no problem for me 1o work
with him again.

Do you know why Emerson kept disappearing - was he
as unhappy with his team mates as you were?

I played everyday with all my heart for Middlesbrough, But
Emerson was not happy at Middlesbrough, | played for the
team, but Emerson played for Emerson

Was there a point during the season when you thought
to yourself “We have someo groat players here, but not
o very good team™ 7T

Well, fram the beginning | thought that the organisation was
not good; the club was lacking In organisation. It was
because of this that we did not get the results on the piteh;
it wasn't the players faults,

Every day | would speak with Bryan Robson about the big
problems with the team; every day | talk to him about the
problems with the defence,

You were quoted recently as being critical of the train-
ing facilities...

Every day training was very difficull. We had to go to the River
side Stadium, get changed, and then travel about 20km 1o
the training ground, After training, we had to travel back to
the stadium 1o change again. This sort of organisation is not
thi sort of thing that a player at any level would cxpect, ot
along in the English Premier League,

Was communication with your team mates a problem?
There were so many languages and reglonal accents
out on the pitch that it must have been very difficult



there is only one club in England,
and that is Middlesbrough”

{Above left) Albu
settles in next to a
noisy forelgn hack
in the Lazio press
roowm, The walber
bottles on the
Ll o the right
were her only
noushment for six
hous. ..

“Please understand, for me

COMUNICA CHEE' A D5

Autograph hunters
pose at the heavily
socured antrance
to the Lazio

SIZIONE

{ PUBBLICO UN PARCHEGEO AUTD

INVIA P10 ROSETO g

for eaverybody to make themselves understood.

This is true, there ware many misundarstanding out an the
pitch as weall as off it,

Will Bryan Rohson be a grest manager one day?

I do not know, But | would like o work with him again; he s
8 good man.

Players like Andy Campbell and Mark Summerbell
ware just breaking through when you were at Boro,
but they are now establishing themselves in the | =
first team squad. Do you think that Robson was
right to put these inexperdenced players into
the team amongst so much established
talent, or porhaps you might foeel it is a
good way for them to learn thoir trade, by
balng ‘put In at the deap and'?

Mo, it is not good, Campbell and Summerbel|
are ﬁl.'r(]lj |'|-ru1-\.bll.'|.'.l'_-|, |'|t|'lﬁ'i,:'-'1:| - | MmeEn no
disrespect = bul thay find the Premiar
League difficull even now, 80 1wo years ago
it was even more difficult for them, J

“1 did not cause any ..,
trouble, | only wanted §¥

what was best for the
team and Middlesbrough

Football Club”

However, | thaught Gordon MeQueen was o good coach, he
impressed me.

It s unusual that the club spant many millions of poaunds on
top playerns and axpectoed very young and inexperian cod players
like these to perform at the same fevel. It is not fair on the
youngsters, and it does the balance of the team no good.
There were all sorts of stories circulating about a

physical fight between yourself and another Boro
player on the morning of the FA Cup final; what
roally happenad?
{looks bemused) Nothing: | know nathing of this,
Is thore any truth in the speculation that you
ware asking to be substituted in the FA Cup final,
not because you wers injured, but because
you were so frustrated with the way the

team were playing?
W (Siightly aghtated) Don't ask these QuESIonS:
It S jusk not true,
A lot of Boro fans feel that Robson's style of play is
vary negative - a very defonsive gome. Was it this
that frustratod you?
y AL the momaent it is very difficult for me to say, But some
" thing that sticks in my mind is the Coca-Cola Cup Final
agalngt Lelcester, We went 1-0 up half way through tha first
pariod af extra Ume. Bryan Robaon had at that point, the
option of using up 1o three substitutes. The players were very
hot and Ured by now, 50 It was nol |||:|!_-\.'_u|_|!'|,- 1o b st olr best

If Rebson would have made some substititions, he could
héve finished the game off, and It would have been g (antastic
wvictory for Middiesbrough. But no, he did not make any changes.
After our goal we should have made it impossible for Leicester
to camae back, 0 my opinlon, we lost the opportunity to win that

game hecause Robson would not use his substitutos |

(rnu SUMImer ?DGI:}E
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The ltalian dob, B Would you have stayed at Boro if they had not been
| eovildn’t beleve ralegated?

how big s feet Yas, without a doubt: | would still be there.

Worde...

What was the one thing that made up your mind to

lenve Boro?

The thing that really pushed me was wien | realised that |

was i the running for the tallan World Cup squad, This would

| have changed if | had stayed at Boro and played in the Mation

wide Loagus

After the season, | spoke to Robsan and Gibson, | told

{ them that [ s very important for me to play for the tatlan
pational team in the World Cup, sa | must play in the
top division, whethar it be In England, France, taly or
Germany, | sald 1o Gibson, | go o France or lLaly for ane

| yoar, and then | would ke 10 come back to Middles

brough for the rest of my career, But Gibson said

“Mo. If you go, then you &ne nol coming back,”

But why did they let Juninho go then?

(shruga) | don't Krow,

When you left Boro, you could have

stayed in England - | understand that

Evarton waore intorested - is this

true?

| don't know. But please undersiand,

for me there Is only one club in

England, and that s Middesbrough.

Did your experience at Boro

make you disillusionad with

English foothall?

Na, not at all

Did you find the English gama
| to he very different te the
hmu Surmmer 2(_1{]@

I

-

Italian or French way of playing?
Only @ little; itis a little mare physical, that is all.
The British press recently reported your apparent
comment to Bernle Slaven saying that one day you
would like to manage Middlesbrough - was this gquote
taken wrongly or is this your sincere wish?
I would lave to becoma the manager of Middlesbrough. |
would change a ol of things, | would be very happy to comi
back ta Middlesbrough as piayer/manager. If this was not
possible, | would have no problem working alongside Bryan
Robson as co-manager, | would have no problem
working with him again
Do you still think that Middiesbrough Is a club
with great potential?
Yes, but only i1 1 am the manager! (aughs)
Do you think your wife would like to live in
England again?
yos, she would love to) no protilam
How old are your children?
| Nave Twn 5ons. | only sire
Ig five and Matthow is one
You are the only player in the history of
Middlesbrough Fooltball Club to score n
goal in o major cup final, You scorad a
hat-trick on your Boro debut. The record
shows that your gonls scored in games
played ratio (32 goals in 50 gnmes) has
only beon baaten by one other player
in the entire history of the club. With
all these achisvemeants In mind, do
you foal a little upset that a lot of
Boro fans have turned against you

ainnn! .|'.F|.'I|:'i'.' LiHg



because of comments attributed to you by the English
press; comments that you quickly denled?

Yes, of course. | love Middlesbrough Football Club, and | loved
living there, | think that the fans only turned against me
becausa of all of the things that | was guoted os s

the press, but most of it was completely untru

gerated, But It is normal that they should balieve what they
fead, because |t is something that we all do,

Can you understand why Boro people would get upset,
hearing that one of thelr players has criticised thelr
town?

| understand why the supporters feel as they do when they
read this rubbish, But they must understand that that is what
it is — rubbish. | used te look in the papar and read these
things and wonder where it all came from, | never said those
things about the club or the town,

These things do not happen In France or [taly: we have
very good rapport with the prass - fram the players up to the
Fresident of the club,

The big probilem for me was that the English press did not
understand my limited grasp of English, Sa what they did not
understand, they would just make up, or misrepresent what
| was saying,

Do you plan to go into management aventually?

Yas, It is an ambition for me if the right opportunity comes,

How Is this season going for you?

For me at the moment it is very good, My family home In
Perugia is only one hour a 0 1his s good, But if Middles

“vand this from
Nell Cox... this
one's from Higey
s i this one...”

“Although it would be a
massive task for me to be
accepted again, | want to

be the manager of
Middlesbrough and

brough were o call, and Say, "come and play for us, or be
manager”, | would go iImmediately,

What ambitions for your career do you have now?
Althaugh it would be a masslve task for me to be accepted
again, | want to be the manager of Middlesbrough and give
the fans the success that they deserve,

© Shaun Keogh Ladies and gentlemen of the press: If vou
would ke To use some of this fext please give Shaun a call
first on 01763 287596 or £ w ameadl him at;
shaunkeagh@®aol.com ’

So what do you think? Give us your views by writing to us at the
addresses on page 3 or by email at ravanelliMSS@aol.com

give
the fans the success that
they deserve”




