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Bring our readers up to date on the last couple of years of
your career..
The season before last I didn’t play too many games because
of my groin; I’ve had groin problems since I came here. I’d play
a few, miss a few; you’d think that it was OK then it would
break down again. After the end of that season I was
out of contract, and George (Burley) said he would
give me another year as long as the groin oper-
ation, which by then we had decided I needed,
went OK. I had the op, proved my fitness in pre-
season, then signed a one year deal. 

Last season I played 40-odd games, and two
months before the end of the season, the manager
extended my contract for one year because he thought
I’d been doing particularly well. 

A couple of weeks after the end of last season, George told
me that John Gorman was not staying on as first team coach,
and he asked if I wanted to take on the role of player/coach,
with the emphasis on being a coach first and player if required.
This was fine by me because as you’ll remember, I told you
four years ago that I wanted to get on this side of the fence. 
It must be a very sought after position – first-team coach
at a small, but ambitious club like Ipswich?
It was a great position for me to start in at a club like this. Look
at Nigel Pearson’s problems at Carlisle and what a hard job it

�
T

wo seasons ago Tony
Mowbray’s appearances for
Ipswich Town became
sporadic and many Boro fans
may have thought he was

winding down for retirement. 
However, last season, Mogga was

back in the thick of it, playing nearly
every game when Ipswich come
heartbreakingly close to the
Premiership, losing out in the
play-offs for the third
season running.

I interviewed Tony just
after he joined Ipswich, in
August 1995, (see mss 110)
and it seemed a good idea
to catch up on the career
of one of the few people
guaranteed a hero’s
reception when they return
to the Riverside in an
opposition shirt (er… as long
as it’s not Sunderland or
Newcastle) 
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is when you’re managing players who, without any disrespect
to them, are not of the standard or ability that you are used to
playing with or against. 
You can’t run a Third Division club in the same way as a First
Division one... 
That’s right. If you take over at a Second or Third Division club
and you try to ask players to do things that they can’t do, you’re
asking for trouble. Sometimes as a manager, you’ve got to
compromise your beliefs in the game. You’ve got to look at
what you’ve got and work to the players’ strengths.
Tell me about the injury and the time leading up to your oper-
ation. It must have been very depressing...
More than anything, you become disenchanted. You think
you’re fit and the same old injury occurs again; it’s boring and
frustrating. You see the lads for five minutes in the morning
before they go off for training, and because you are in earlier
than them, you miss the banter. You sit in the treatment room
for weeks on end. Then you think you’ve got fit and you get
back in the team and then the injury comes back again, so,
like I said, it makes you very disenchanted.

The injury had been there for a year and a half, but it had not
been diagnosed. It turned out that the main tendon that
attaches the groin to the hamstrings in the thigh was flaking
away a bit at a time, and the tendon was becoming broken in
two and was apparently hanging by a thread. The surgeon
severed the tendon completely and attached one end into my
stomach and one end into my thigh. That meant that the discom-
fort I had been getting when it was flaking away and breaking
off disappeared completely. Thankfully my general fitness got
me through, and after I had a six week rest I was back playing.
It has been a long haul for you since joining Ipswich. At that
time, John Lyall had not long been dismissed, they had just
been relegated from the Premiership and had a young,
untried manager charged with long term rebuilding. Has it
been harder to put the current squad together that you
thought it would have been when you joined?

Well, remember, I’d been in the same situation with the Boro,
so I knew there was no secret formula. As you know with Boro
we nearly went straight down again the year following relega-
tion, so I realised it wasn’t going to be easy; to be honest,
Ipswich also had quite an ageing team when I joined them. I
had no illusion that we were going to bounce straight back into
the Premiership, I was at the stage in my life where I wanted
to enjoy football again.
Is it difficult to attract players to Ipswich for the same
reason as it is difficult to get them to Boro – the lack of
glamour, the relative remoteness?
Yes they are similar. Boro, to the main footballing community
is out on a limb in the north east, and Ipswich/Suffolk is also
very much out on a limb.

However, the thing is that Ipswich, unlike Boro, are never
going to be have millions to spend on bringing in players anyway
because of the economics involved; we simply haven’t got the
catchment area. We’ve got West Ham fans only half an hour
down the A12, Norwich fans 20 minutes up the road and the
north sea everywhere else, so you’ve got to be realistic. For

instance, we are not going to be able to generate £25m
through merchandising like some of the bigger clubs can. But
if we get to the Premiership we’ll get the TV money and sell the
ground out every week, but the five and ten million pound
players are never going to be a realistic option at Ipswich. Like
most clubs we’ve got an academy where we try and breed the
next Kieron Dyer.

The money we get from selling these players keeps the club
going; for instance Kierons gone, but the team moves on. In the
last few years, some big players have left. The first year I came
here Marshall left, then Sedgely, Klaus Thompson, Alex Mathie.
Players who were idolised by the supporters all went for decent
money, but our league position suggests we still got better after
they had gone.
After the misery of yet another play off
failure, how much of a danger did you think
there would be of the squad breaking up, as
indeed the Boro did after the cup failure at
Wolves in ‘81?
It’s all about planning, and we have a very
forward thinking Chairman here. George
Burley has also learned his trade as a
manager over the past four years. Richard
Wright, James Scowcroft, David Johnson and
Matt Holland are all on good lengthy
contracts, so I can’t see the situation arising
where players would be allowed to leave our
club under freedom of contract. These days
you negotiate a new contract two years before
the current one is up because once it gets
into the last year it becomes so tempting for
the players to hang on for a Bosman.
Like Roy Keane?
Exactly. It is forward thinking and planning so
the team is never going to be allowed to disin-
tegrate. One player sold for £6million is
enough to keep the wolves from the door
here for another year or two. We lose money
every year, so its got to be recouped somehow.
What about the wage structure?
Now that of course is a big thing; Boro for instance pay extraor-
dinary wages, Ipswich would never be able to pay a Middles-
brough reserve team players wages, let alone a member of the
first team. So some players make a choice about either being
a reserve team player for big money, or coming to a club,
maybe like this one, where they won’t earn so much but they
do get a chance to establish themselves in the first team. If a
player chooses the first option, you’ve got to ask where is his
heart? Does he just want the money or does he really want to
play for your club? 
Bobby Murdoch recently told me that when you were a
youngster at Boro, it all got on top of you, having to play
football and go to college as well and you nearly gave the
game up…
I remember being disenchanted, but whether I was ever going
to chuck it in I don’t know. It was a tough time and don’t forget
Boro wasn’t a fantastic football club to be at in those days. I
don’t remember it being that drastic. 
How did you get on with Bobby, as he was your coach in the
youth team, and gave you your Boro debut when he took
over as manager? 
I had a good relationship with Bobby, as did all of the boys there

at that time. He was a fantastic striker of the ball, and used to
get us doing things like shooting practice, which all the boys
loved. We didn’t do much tactical stuff; positional sense, stuff
like that; I learned all that later in my career.
This has clearly been a good club for you to come to to learn
the next stage of your career: coaching and management;
if you had gone to a bigger club you may not have had this
opportunity?
Possibly, who knows what life is going to throw at you? I like to
think that I can make a favourable impression on anybody that
I work with. I like to think I’ve never been a stereotypical foot-
baller. I’ve never really done the things that footballers do, or
go to the places footballers go. I tend to get a different reac-

tion from a lot of people. I’d like to think that
the maturity that I’ve portrayed is maybe one
of the reasons that George Burley asked me
to be player/coach. 
When we met four years ago you said that
you would like to be a coach or manager
when you finished playing, but do you see
yourself identifying or aspiring to one of
those roles more than the other now?
Ideally, I want to manage a team. That’s where
my ambitions lie and where I want to go.
Would you find it difficult to motivate your-
self as a coach if for instance, you were no
longer part of the first team squad here?
Yeah, that would be my worst scenario. I could-
n’t imagine myself being fit and not getting in

the team. I think I would call it a day. I would never be a player
who finishes his career playing in the Second and Third Divi-
sion. To be honest, I don’t really need to scrape around for the
money, and I just wouldn’t enjoy it – knowing that I’m past my
best, struggling against players that I shouldn’t be struggling
against. Thankfully, I’ve got my foot into the other side while
still playing.
Do you remember the fantastic ovation you got from the
Boro fans here at Portman Road the last time the teams
met in December 1997?
Yes, I do remember it very well. It is fantastic to hear Middles-
brough fans singing your name. It reflects well on the support-
ers because the Ipswich fans here can see what loyalty Boro
supporters show to players who have done well for their team
over the years. In fact, that same season playing at the River-
side Stadium in front of 35,000, the whole ground stood up
and cheered when my name was announced; it was a very
emotional moment. I mean, our players didn’t talk about
anything else for weeks afterwards; they had never seen
anything like it. It actually made it a very difficult game for me
to play because I felt that the whole stadium was watching my
every move. 
With hindsight, how do you view your last few months at
Celtic, given that Tommy Burns’ regime – into which you

The life and times
of Anthony
Mowbray. 
Left to right: 
1. 1983 and a rare
win for Malcolm
Allison’s
strugglers, in the
FA Cup against
Notts County
(Mogga is far
right, back row)
2. Bruce Rioch
admires the team
that won
promotion twice in
a row, watched by
Bernie Slaven, Lee
Turnbull, Stephen
Pears, Mogga and
Archie Stephens.
3. That cracking
diving header in
the televised game
against Aston Villa
where Boro came
from behind to win.
Two international
defenders look on
(Martin Keown
and, er, Alan
Kernaghan)
4. ‘Getting Pally’,
team-mates Gary
Pallister and Tony
Mowbray. “Gary
wouldn’t have
looked half the
player he was
without Mogga
alongside him” –
Lee Turnbull.

5. In Celtic colours
against the Boro
as Wilko drums up
the courage to
tackle a legend
Left: Behind the
desk at Ipswich.
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“If you were in a rocket ship going to the moon, the man
you would want sitting next to you would be Tony Mowbray”

“I’ve never been a stereotypical
footballer, never really done the
things that footballers do”

…the immortal words of Bruce Rioch

1 2 3 4 5
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clearly did not fit – did not work out for him? 
I probably wasn’t treated with as much dignity as I should have
been at the time. I like to think I was a wholehearted player
who gave them everything I had in every game. I think that
reflects when I go back to Glasgow now to visit the in-laws I am
always being invited to supporters do’s, and to appear before
games, so I think the fans there know the score.

Sometimes I think football managers can get too focused
on what they want to do and should sometimes be a bit more
compassionate. Certainly in my situation – where my wife had
died seven months before – it is a very raw, and tender time.
To be made an outcast over football matches where I hadn’t
caused problems to anybody or been disruptive in any way was
– well, let’s put it this way, I know what I would do if I was in
his situation.

In the period after losing Bernadette, up to the time I left
Celtic, I played some exceptionally good games for them in my
opinion, so it wasn’t as if I was a passenger. It was a very diffi-
cult time and it was disappointing to leave that club in the way
that I did. I’ve seen Tommy several times since and we get on
fine, but maybe Tommy would look back and like to think he
would do things differently now. 
At our last meeting, you said that you felt that there should
be a coaching intermediary between the players and the
manager, whose position is not under threat when the
managers job is on the line. Do you see yourself fulfilling
that role now?
Yeah, I guess so, although it isn’t quite that clear cut. Only
today I’ve had two players come to see me to ask specific
things that I know for a fact would take a lot of courage for them
to knock on the managers’ door to ask about. So the lads are
confident to come to me, and I’ll tell them my opinion, and it
will get back to the manager in the way they want it to be put
across. Sometimes for a player, just knocking on the
manager’s door can cause instant confrontation, but it is a lot
easier for everybody if it is done through an intermediary.

Bobby Robson said recently that when he was Ipswich
manager he had “time not money” to build the success that
he enjoyed here. If that still applies, does that make it a bit
of a dream club to be at because you’ve got time to build
the squad without massive pressure?
Yes, the records show that this club does not exactly go through
a lot of managers, which lends support to that view. However,
since Mr Robson’s time, the goalposts have moved a bit on
the financial side. Whereas Ipswich used to be able to compete
no problem with Manchester United, clubs like that have sailed
off into the distance. That’s why Ipswich are going to find it
very very difficult ever to win the Premiership, because the gulf
is too huge. I’m sure that next year we will be there, and we’ve
then got to find a niche. We know we can do it, because I’ve
played against Derby and Leicester in the last few years and we
beat them comfortably home and away, and yet they sneaked
up via the play-offs after finishing sixth, and have established
themselves in the Premiership fairly comfortably. So a club like
Ipswich can do that; but because we build from within rather
than buying big, it does take time. 

However, once you get into the Premiership the problem for
a club like us comes if at about Christmas time we are bottom
of the league. Some clubs in the same position would spend
£30million or whatever to get them out of it, whereas Ipswich
would never be able to do that. 

That’s why it is important that we build this club very care-
fully so that we never find ourselves in that position. �
© Shaun Keogh shaun.keogh@aol.com

�

“At the Riverside Stadium the whole ground stood up and
cheered when my name was announced; it was a very
emotional moment. I mean, our players didn’t talk about
anything else for weeks afterwards…”

“The lads are confident to come
to me and it will get back to the
manager in the way they want”
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I
t is not often that the Evening Standard, that whinging, right wing
bastion of London-centrism, and When Saturday Comes, the true
voice of the old-fashioned, leftie British football fan, agree. But
they do about the Boro. And the news is they both hate us.  No
doubt at a loss to fill his column in the close season, Michael

Herd, the (rather) Standard sports hack, took the opportunity (see
page 26) to say just how right he had always been about us. Signing
star players was always, he argued, going to end in tears at
Middlesbrough. When were we going to learn?

He scoffed at the prospect of Christian Ziege and Paul Ince
signing, gloated over Juninho’s departure in 1997 and claimed we’d
never come close to winning anything. What about those three
Wembley finals in a row, Mr Herd? What about the 1997 Coca-Cola
Cup final when with less than three minutes to go, we were cruising
to victory? You couldn’t get much closer than that.

Since then, Ince and Ziege, the targets of Mr Herd’s warning not
to go to the north east because there are no “long-legged
Copacabana lovelies on the beaches of Cleveland”, have signed. 

If reports in the News of the World are to be believed, the
alleged lack of lovelies was no deterrent to the little man: he
apparently went through Teesside women in the same way he went
through Premier League defences. Now, that he is back at the
Riverside as well, Mr Herd’s words are starting to look very hollow. I
saw his performance against West Ham on Sky here in France
(Juninho that is, not Michael Herd). There is no doubt the genius is
there still. Importantantly, he has come back to Teesside where he
is loved. People like Michael Herd just can’t understand that our
support is far warmer and deeper than that found at a big European
club, like Athletico Madrid. Players like Juninho recognise this.

Mr Herd now owes us all an apology, including the kids from
Teesside who wrote to him and signed petitions to defend our
beloved town and club -- only to be faintly derided in Mr Herd’s
column. Somehow, I don’t think we’ll get it. From his copy, Mr Herd
seems to be the kind of mean-spirited, narrow-minded Harry
Hardnose who thinks it’s tough and manly never to apologise even
when they are wrong. 

They say those bullied often go on to become the worst bullies
themselves. I imagine a man whose name rhymes with ‘turd’
probably suffered frequently as a child at the hands of Cockney
tormentors delighted to try out their new rhyming slang.

I don’t normally go in for personal abuse. I’ve suffered enough
of it myself at the hands of the London media. But no one
patronises my football team and gets away with it.

T
he When Saturday Comes attitude to us was at least
democratically determined. In this year’s readers’ survey
the Boro were judged to be the fourth most unpopular
team in a select list designed, I believe, to represent
attitudes to football across Europe (see panel). 

This was at least up one position on our rating two years ago,
when only Man Utd and Rangers, those teams beloved of die-hard,
lower league fans, were more unpopular. This time round, it was
Chelsea of all teams who pipped us for third place. There is though
no truth to the rumour that they beat us 2-0 to get there.

At the same time, Wimbledon continue to be elected the most
popular team, despite their football. Even Arsenal were more popular
than the Boro in both polls. While I understand that we offended the
inverted snobs by splashing our money about from 1995 to 1997,
those arguments simply no longer apply. Every club buys
international players now and pays them squillion pound salaries. In

fact, we seem to have fallen lamentably behind. We’re now the
‘Grandad’ club with journeyman pros spending the twilight of their
football careers with us. But the attitude persists. To many, like
Michael Turd, sorry Herd, we still have more money than sense.
Still, it’s a better reputation than ‘Boring, boring Boro’. Now we have
to win a trophy. Let’s face it, winning silverware is the only way we’ll
really show our critics, especially those in the London media.

O
N THE SUBJECT OF TROPHIES, at the time of writing, a
lot of Boro fans were expressing almost ecstatic delight
over our success against Watford in the Watneys Red
Barrel Cup. If we can beat Arsenal at home in the next
round, they proclaimed, then the run-in to the final is

almost a formality, now we can see who we will be playing in the
subsequent rounds. I’ve always had my suspicions about the
League Cup, no matter what flavour it comes in -- Milk, Coca Cola,
Worthington Best. In the 1970s, the final took place at three
o’clock on a Saturday when there was a full league programme
kicking off at exactly the same time, hardly the way to promote a
competition.

If that didn’t convince you that it was half-cocked, the BBC’s
attitude did. It didn’t bother much at all, except to send Tony Gubba
or Bob Wilson -- distinctly second division compared to Mottie,
Coleman or (Barry) Davies -- to Wembley to phone in a report for
Final Score.  Instead, the whole match was shown unedited on
ITV’s Big Match, Soccerscene or Shoot, depending on where you
had the misfortune to live. And that provided one of my main
reasons for resenting the competition. Normally, come two o’clock
Sunday, I could reasonably expect at least short highlights of the
Boro game, particularly if we were playing in the Tyne Tees area,
even on London Weekend’s Big Match. But every year the weekend
of the League Cup final meant only that match would be shown,
even if the Boro had won 8-0 away to Newcastle.

And I have other reasons for hating the League Cup. My first
and last really bitter disappointments at the hands of the Boro
have come in the competition. The first was the 1976 semi-final
when we lost to Man City, after being 1-0 up from the first leg. The
last was the moment that Emile Heskey scrambled a deflected
clearance over the line just as we were trying to cope with the idea
of Big Nige ascending those famous steps and triumphantly waving
our first ever, first-class trophy in the air. 

Anyway, I mention all this because the Watneys Red Barrel Cup
is rapidly reverting to form. For the time being, the winners will
continue to command a European qualifying place. But once that is
gone, the competition should go the way of all flesh or be restricted
to Football League clubs. The football authorities, I imagine, will
instead try to inject life into the flagging project only for us to win it
when it’s about as prestigious as the Anglo-Scottish Cup.

G
RAHAM KELLY, the former FA chief executive, is to be
kept to his word. He will honour a promise he made
when we were battling against red tape to obtain a work
permit for Juninho. Mr Kelly plans a 184-mile, eight-day
sponsored walk to Middlesbrough just to watch the little

man in action against Wimbledon on 27th November. 
The money raised will be going to the mental health charity,

Mencap, although a friend and fellow Boro fan, Chris Joseph, will
carry out the sponsorship drive under the campaign title of Football
Crazy. (Those wishing to sponsor Mr Kelly or to offer help should
contact Chris on 0797 492 5851). �

David Shayler

Can you make 
any sense of it?

The When
Saturday Comes
table. We’re still
not popular…

You can contact
David by email at:

boro98@imailbox.com
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