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mss Interview

IfoZZon

by Shaun Keogh

You had six yoars from the age of 156 at Newcastle
United - who woere your boyhood footballing heroaa?
| was born 8t Wast Palton, so Newcastle were always going
to be my team. | wasn't really that into football in a big way
until | was about 12 or 13, The people | remember most
from that time were Bob Moncur, John MeGrath and Stan
Anderson.
Did Newcastio spot you or did you ask them for a trial?
They spotted me when | was at school, so from then on |
trained al Newcastle every Tuesday and Thursday night for
two years prior o being signad as apprentice. | left school an
the Friday and started as apprentice on the Monday under
the then manager, Joe Harvey,
Tha highlight of your carees there must have boen the 1969
Folrs Cup campaign? (Tha forerunner of the UEFA Cup,
Newcastle beat Ujpest Dozsa of Hungary in the final)
Yeah, | came on as a sub in both legs of the final and scored the
winning goal in the second leg. (Al the age of 19),
That goal was a bit special wasn't 7 Did you realise at the time
just how special that whole era was for you?
(Laughs) Yeah, a bit of a belter] | haven™ seen it for &8 while, but
someona must have it on video somewhere! | mada my datut ; =
in the leaguee at Arsenal the previous season (1968) but
didn't get back in until just before the 2nd round of the Fairs
Cup. Whan you're 50 young, as | was, you don’t appreciato
whal you've actually done, It's only now in later years that
| appreciate how big 8 thing the Fairs Cup win was for the
club and tha supporters, bocause basically since then ;
Newcastle haven't won anything, o
Who were your role models during your apprentice- ‘Qu.
ship and the following formative years at Newcastle? 3
Frank Clark looked after me, so did Bob Moncur, who | still
see gquite regularly,
Can you remember anything about your time with England
Youth?
| played a friendly game and then wa played in & tournament
< | think it was in Nice - againsl a load of Eastern Bloc coun:
tries. | don't remembir too much mare about it 1o be honest,
After nearly six yoars at Newcastie, and at a time when you
should have been coming to your peak, you went down the
laagues to Cardiff - how did that come about?
| didn't want 1o leave Newcastle, but what with having success
carly, | tapered off a bit. It's like Ryan Giggs - I'm not com-
paring me with him but he had & bad time and a lot of
players do, but you've got to weather through and came
oul the other end. loe Harvey decided to lel me go prob-
anly because | wasn't playing very well; he'd already
signed Malcolm MacDonald, Hmmy Smith and Terry
Hinbitt, so | think my days were numbered anyway.

We came back from a friendly away from = ¥ ; e I
home which | played in where (Malcolm) Mo e L g = oMy i T — R
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p  Donald made his debut, and Joe Harvey called me in and
said "Cardiff have made an of fer for you, do you want to
go7’ Cardiff had finished 3rd in the old Second Oivision
the previous two years, and | thaught well, it's not a bad
move. | went 1o see thelr manager Jimmy Scoular, (ex-
Partsmouth, Newcastle and Bradford P.A. plaver who died
after a long iliness the weak alter this interview took
place) and did the deal. Newcastle never putl me on the
transfer list or anything, but Joe (Harvey) decided to let
me go, 50 | went, Unfortunately, things went from bad (o
worse once I'd got to Cardiff, The trouble was that after |
had a bad time at Newcastie, | thought | could regain my
farm at Cardiff, but | had an even worse time thera, | was
playing terrible and putting on welght, | was in the bottom
of the trough after being on such a high from the early
success ot Newcastle; | was also a bit homesick because
I'd never been away from home before,

Don't get me wrong, | loved Cardiff - it's a great place
1o live - but | had no excuses, | just wasn't playing well. In
the reserves down thare it was just like playing in a
Sunday morming league (aughs); just terrble, I got disin
terested and let mysell go & bit,
Did Carditf put you on the transfor list?

Alan Foggon’s
League record:

Newcastle: Signed Nov 1967
54 appearances 14 goals
Cardiff: Signed Aug 1971
14 appearances 1 goals
Boro: Signed Oct 1972
105 appearances 45 goals
Man Utd: Signed July 1976
0 appearances
Sunderland: Signed September 1976
7 appearances 0 goals
Southend: Signed June 1977
22 appearances O goals
Hartlepool: Signed (loan) February 1978
18 appearances 2 goals

“| fell out with Jack Charlton. He had
to change the way the team played.
He gave the team another option
when he signed Boersma, in effect
my replacement, although | don’t
think that arrangement worked out
as Jack thought it would”

Mo, but | was called in by Jimmy Scoular and told that
Stan Anderson had made an of fer, and that | could go If |
wanted to. Like a lot of people, | thought that Stan was
about o achieve success for the Boro, and considering
miy form and fitness at the time, | was a bit touched by his
faith in me, It was also a relief to be going back north for
me and my wife, as we had only just got marnied.

At Boro, you scorod on your full debut and went on to
get 8 in 13 games that season (compared to 1 in a total
of 14 games at Cardiff) - why did your form change so
dramatically?

It only really started to happen for me at Boro after Stan
resigned, because Shep started putting me in regularly
and | was scoring poals, As youl know, Stan wanted 1o paliny
me, but | was carrying too much weight, Dan't get me
wrong, | was sorry to see Stan go, he's a smashing bloke,
It was & real shock for all of us when he resigned,

Who were you buddies when you first joined Boro?

I roomed with Nobby Stiles, S0 wi were quite pally.
With the departure of Stan and the arrival of Jack
Chariton, how long did it take for you to feel settled at
Boro?

| didn't feel really seltled until Jack arrived, to be honest,
All the players had a meeting when he first came and he
was very frank with all of us (laughs). But he Knew me
from the good days when | was at Newcastle as a kid, so
he knew what | could do, Because of what Jack had done
as a player, everyoody knew him, respected him and lis-
tened 1o what he said. He'd played nearly 700 games for
Leeds, played for England in the World Cup, so young play

ars are ound 1o listen 1o him, You might not agree with
everything ha says, mind (laughs) but you do listen. The
mast impartant thing that Jack brought to the Boro was or
ganisation, and that was one of the reasons we had such
a good defensive record under him,

What are your most unpleasant memorios from your
time at Boro?

The realisation that after 2 or 3 years of success al Boro,
other teams had caughl on how to beat our system - and
the ane who suffered mastly from that was mal After that,
my role in the team changed, | felt | could play In other po
sitions, but Jack disagreed, The FA Cup 6th round defeat
at Birmingham (0-1) was particularly disappointing toa,
because wo'd beaten them 30 twice in the eague that
season. Bul nobody playad well that day. They scored
fram a comer with the anly chance they had.

The same season, Boro were knocked out of the
League Cup in the 5th round, 0-3 in a replay against
Manchester United. You played in both games, but in
the first game at Ayresome, the game ended 0-0 with-
out Craggs, Murdoch or Mills. With all of them back In
the team for the replay, you must have felt you had a
better chance?

The thing is, we playved well enough to win it at Ayresome,
even without those players, That was the match we had
o pay in the afternoon because of the power cuts, Tho
gate that day (36,005) was bolstered by the fact that it
seemed like all of the kids in Middlesbrough had sick
notes off school that afternoont

Aftor two soasons as an ever present, your appear-
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mnces talled of f dramatically In 75,/6 - do you think it's
fair to say that Charlton bought Boersma as a re-
placomant for you?

Well, | fell out with Jack pre-season. He had (o change
the way the team ployed, He gave the team another
aption whan he signed Boersma, and In effect, yes, he
was my roplacement, although | don't think that arrango
ment worked out as Jack thought it would.

Which games or moments stick in you mind as high-
lights of your Boro career?

Well, all of Boro's first season back n Division One was
great for me because it felt like 1'd come home; 1'd been
to all the top grounds when | was at Newcastle, so | felt
I'd come full circle and showed certain people who had
wntten me off what | was capable of,

How did you come to be playing in the North American
Soccer Leagua?

At the and of 7576 Frank Spraggon and one or two ol
the other lads were contracted to play in the Amencan
league during the summer. Jack and me thought it would
b & pood (dea for me to do iU too. I've dlwiays had trou
bl getting fit at the beginning, of the season so 11 mads
good sense, | got fived up through an agent and wenl 1o
Rochester (Mew Jersey), | know it was near New York and
Hiagara falls, but nothing else otherwise | probably
wouldn't have gone!

When | gel there, we were in training camp in LA, and
all the playvers were foreigners, They were Porluguese,
Yuposlavians, but no English people, just a fow Amencan
kids. And that was the team, Itwas terrible (laughs). The
coach was Yugoslavian | think, and | was captain of a
team, most of whom didn’t speak English. It was all
owned by an itallan guy, and in the end | fell oul with
him becausa the way |t was being run was destroying
th Amencan kids, who were great.

Ampway, | was put on the “walver' which is like a trans
fer list which keeps your work visa open, otherwise you
have to come home, Fortunately, Gordon Hindson (es-
MNewcastle, Luton-and Blackburn) was working as assis
tant 10 Bobby Thomson (ex-Wolves, Birmingham, Walsall
and Luton} at Hartford, Connecticut, | grew up with
Gordon in Newcastle and we wene apprantices there to
gether, He noticed | was available, thoen persuaded
Bobby 1o take me on board, so it fitted in nicely. Thay
took me on Tor the rest of the (Amencan) season,

S0 how did you come to be a Manchester United
player by the time you returmed to England?

While | was al Hartford, | got a call telling me that Tommy
Docharty would b in touch, | thought | was baing wound
up at first! Arewery, sure anough he phoned and | flew out
ta see him just over the border in Canada, at the Mon-
traal Hilton. We did the deal In the early morning then
had the rast of the day at the Olympics! | didn't want to
leave Boro, but like | said the writing was an the wall,
So what happened then? You didn't aven get to play
for United baefore you were off to Sunderiand.

Aftar 1'd been there a couple of months, United had a
midweek cup game against Sunderand. | wasn't play
ing, but | was at thie gamde, Anyway, after the game | was
called from the players lounge to see Doc, and Bob
Stokoa was in the office with him. Do told me that Bob
wanted 1o sign me, 5o we had a chat and | thought, well,
this isn't a bad move for me, | still had my houseo in Mid
diasbrough but | was getting a bit unsettled living in a
hotel in Manchester,

Anyway, | decided that | wanted to do it, and tnied to
contact my wife lo see whal she thought, and | Just
coufdn’t get hold of her, | had to make the decision that
night, and so | stuck my neck outl and signed. The Tirst
iy wife knew af it was when Cliff Mitchell (Evening
Gazatte) called in to ask hir what she thought of it
She'd always given me all the support | needad, so luck
ily, there was no problem.

Fair enough. .. but Sunderand?

Waoll even though | had not been al Manchestar very
long, Sunderland really suited me. | had a house ten
mileés fram Roker, | knéw moast of the players, and lan
MoFarlane (former Boro coach) was thare too, | was |ust

a sguad player at United, and | had no llusions that |
wis anything else even when | signed. They had their e
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team, and | was brought in as an experienced player. because they had a first
team bul they didn't have thal many senior reserves, | didn't fall out with
anyone, it just suited me at that time to move on,
Sunderiand turned out to be poisoned chalice though eh?

Yeah, Stokoe signed me, then very soon afterwards resigned and Jimmy
Adamson came in, He called all of the senior pros including me of course, into
his office one by one and told us all that we would not ever play for him at Sun
derdand. Billy Hughes, Babby Kerr, Dick Malone, Tommy Gibb and ma; all of us
were hombad out, We weren't even allowed to train with the kids; they trained
in the morning, we trained in the afternoon, and he just totally split the club
ot & Ume when they were fighting relegation. S0 | was vary unhappy bocause
I'd only bean there a couple of months, Adamson spolled that club for two o
three years, and | haven't spoken te him
since, Anyway, Dave Smith who was the
trainer at Newcaste when | was a kid was
thie manager at Southend, and he made me
an offer, | knew | wouldn't be playing for Sun-
dertand under Adamson, so | was happy to
EQ,

Had you now reached a point when you
didn't know what to do next, carcer wise,
or did you not think in those terms
anywany?

Well... I'd been spollt by the bigger crowds at
my previous clubs. Southend wero in the
(o} Fourth Divisien, and | couldn’t gat into
it I just wasn't for me. | played most of
the Tirst hall of the season. 1'm not saying |
diddn't try, but to ba honest, | fell like | was
just going through the motions. Don't get me
wrong, they had a canny team and got pro-
motod behind Watford that season, but... [(Shrugs).

Anyweary, hall way through the season a loan to Hartlepool under Billy Horner
came up so | came back home, George Smith (ex-Bora) was also there as well
a5 Digk Malong and Tommy Gibb, (ex-Sundedand) so | felt quite comfortable,
| plaved to the and of the seasan for them and walked out....after the last
game | didn't go back at all.

But you were only 28 years old, Alan.......

Yoeah, | was only 28, but,.. (pauses),. there were two things that season that
made me wanl to pack up. Earier thal year when | was at Southend, thay
dresw Dery County In second or third round of the Cup, Tommy Docharly was
the Derby manager by then, so this was only @ year after he'd signed me 100
Man U, Dave Smith didn't pick me for that game, and | thought, well, just a
year ago | was at Manchester United, and now | can’t even get into the
Southend first team, That's not a nice leeling,
This other thing was that when | went to Hartle
pool, we played Swansea, who wore really on
the up at that time, They stuffed us &0,
(pauses)... | couldn't believe 1. We were beaten
B-0. I'd never been on the and of a defeat like
that, | finlshed the season and didn’t go back
But that was such a waste - what did you
think you were going to do?

| don't know. When | packed In playing it ook
me two or three years 1o get my hoad around
not being & pro feothaller and |IVing In the real
warld, It was really difficuit amd | don’t mind &
mitting it, The proper friends you have Ralp you
A% much asyouw can, but in the end yvou've gotta
got up and do something yourself,

You must have missed it...

Ch yeah, | missed averything, You get spoilt,
Even 26 years ago al Boro when there wasnt
5o much monoy around, we stoyed at the Wal
dorf. You miss the gveryday things - even tum
i wp at the ground and seeing the lEds,

Are you suffering now from the effects of old
injuries/ Arthritis /Rheumatism?

Ma, 've never had a cartilage oparation, never
had & break or anything, |t made me redlise how
lucky Fve been when | saw Willie Maddren re
cantly. That's just tragic. Also, Bobby Murdoch
has blg problems with his knees, Spike {David
Armstrong) has a bad leg, a ot of old players
suffer, but 've beon lucky o that d-_‘p:iﬂl‘nt!rll.
If you had your career again, what if anything
would you do differontly?

Mow that's & difficult question. .. (pauses),,. 11|
was 1o be totally honest, I'd have stayed al
Newcastle Tor all of my carear. Bul you go
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EXTRA TIME: WILLIE MADDREN

The Autoblography, £9.99

ISEN O 9533687

Avallable from the Borg Club Shop, and
by mall ardar. All profits to the Willle Mad-
dren Motor Newrone Disease Fund

R THOSE WHO don’t ramembar
him, Willle Maddren was an out-
standing central defender In tha
Baro teams of the [ate 19608 Lo

mid 1970s, Including starring in lagk
Chaslton's alleonguardng 1974 pramaotion
slde, His career was curtailed by injury in
hls midtwentles but he later returmed o
manags ths Bora in the Mid1980s under
vary difficull clrcumstanoes, Now he |s
dying of Motor Neurone Disease whilke stil
anky in his late fortles.

I'd have (0 say that Willle Maddren is
the bast defender I've seon play in a Boro
shirt, and the bast uncapped playar by &
long way. This book takes you through his
garear from playing for Boro Junlors
whilst still at school to his first team
debul as g substitute and s goalscoring
full debut. There are detailed acoounts of
his playing days, particularly of the Chasl
ton era and of his colleagues such as
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through life making decisions, and we all make mistakes, for which you can
anly Blame yoursell, You know, | look back and think maybe |'ve wasted
some of the talent | was given, But on tha other hand, | was on the
Books of Newoastle, Middlesbrough, Manchester United and Sunder-
land - how many people can say thot? No-one can toke that awoy from
.

Do you actively support or go to watch any toam theso days?

I'm noet that much in touch, | went to Boro's home game against
Shaffield Unitod this season, I'm fortunate that inomy job, | can get in
through customers if | really want to. But | wouldn't dream of phoning

up any of my ald clubs and saying “'m Alan Foggon, can | have a tcket for
this or that match’. | may have come across o some people as somathing differ-
ant in the past, but these days I'm really quite shy actually.
Is the rumour about the announcement in the Yellow Rose true? (Allegedly, 45
minutes beforo kick-off at Ayresome, an announcement came over the PA
system: ‘Would Alan Foggon please report to Ayresome Park immedi-
atedy')
(Laughs) it wouldn't have been in the Yellow Rose, that was Souness's publ s a
story thet has changed with each telling, | was actually at Mewport working men's
club. It was a match day, but | wasn't playing or required to atiend, so on these
ocoasions, | used o go and have a game of snookar, Anyway, the sub got injured,
s0 they neaded ancther first team playver and thay knew where | was, so | got a
phone call, | think that's how that one started,
‘Whao do you rate in the current Boro line up?
Obviously Mersan s a class player, and Alun Armstrong looks good. they're a
good solid team, bul whether they'll be a solid team in the Premier League
is another matter, | think they'll have to sign soma defenders. Pearson

I5 superb but he must be feeling it now. Branca has started well but I'm not
corvinced ha'll last.
‘When you attended Willle Maddren's function, had you not seen most of
the people for many years, or do you still keop in touch with some?
| hadn't seen any of them for twenty odd years so it was & really cracking
night; it was great 1o sew them all again, Jack (Charlton) was the guest
speaker. 1'm very pally with Jack. | probably get an better with Jack than all
1he people | ployved with,
Wh;ldnyuuﬂllrﬁﬂﬂum'ilmﬂmﬂnrupmﬂmlnfﬂumlmw
two

Well, Robsoen made his cholces, but you've got to say, he was unlucky; they
shouldn't have been relegated, Like many people, I'd like (o see more
local borm players, but ‘foreign’ players is nol thal new a thing, | mean,
when | first got in the Newcastle team, me, Frank Clark and Pop Robsan
warg the only English lads. All the others were Scots or lrish!
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