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by ShaunKeogh

mss interview

KING
The legendof 

AT THE beginning of the 1963-64 season, Boro got off to
a flying start with three straight wins in their first full
season under the management of Raich Carter. However,
following a 0-2 defeat at Newcastle, Carter drafted in 17
year old Arthur Horsfield (left) for his league debut at
home to Grimsby. Horsfield marked his debut by scoring
Boro’s last goal in a 6-0 romp, and a 12 year professional
career was off to a dream start.

To Boro fans who didn’t follow the reserve or junior
teams’ progress, Horsfield was an unknown quantity.
However, he had been been involved with the club from
the age of 13, and won his first team debut on the
strength of an outstanding scoring record in the Boro re-
serves and junior teams. He would go on to be Boro’s
second highest goal scorer (five goals behind John
O’Rourke) with 22 league goals in the Division Three pro-
motion season of 66-67. However, he always struggled
to keep his place until 68-69, when he was an ever pres-
ent for the first 22 league and cup matches of Boro’s
promising start to the season. 

However, just after Christmas that season, he was
dropped yet again and demanded a transfer. Within a
week, he was on his way to Newcastle, but this was but
a brief stop-off point on the way to Swindon, Charlton
and finally Watford, from where he retired from the pro-
fessional game in 1976.

Now a successful Distribution Centre Manager in Kent,
Horsfield enjoyed a varied career but is not acknowl-
edged as he perhaps should be for his very high goals to
games played ratio during his time at Middlesbrough. 

We meet over a few lunchtime pints at an Hotel on the
outskirts of Canterbury in January 1999…

You were born and brought up in New-
castle, so how did you come to the
Boro’s attention?
I was approached by them when I was
about 13. I was in my local under
eleven’s side at the age of nine, and Joe
Soones, the Boro scout was the first
one on the scene, knocking on my door
and turning up at the matches. I had a
lot of relatives in Boro at the time which
also probably helped. I ended up coming
out of grammar school with half a dozen
O levels, but to be honest, they should
have been A levels, because from the
age of 13 I knew I was going to sign for
Middlesbrough, so my studies suffered
there.

In case I didn’t make it as a player,
my dad wanted me to have a proper job,
so I was an apprentice electrician for a
year or so, and at the same time I was
an apprentice footballer at Middles-
brough under manager Bob Dennison. 

Anyway, after Bob Dennison left, (He
was sacked as Boro manager in Janu-
ary, 1963) Raich Carter (who took over
the reins) told me that he wanted me to
sign professional. He of fered me
£12.00 a week, which I thought was bril-
liant, with £2.00 appearance money. I
had had a good season in the juniors;
I’d scored a lot of goals, and was play-
ing alongside the likes of Cyril Knowles,
Alec Smith, Frank Spraggon and Geoff
Butler.
It would have been around about this
time that you won your two England
Youth caps?
Yeah, we were on a tour, and I played
against Spain and Tenerife alongside Alf
Wood, who went on to play for Boro, but
was at Manchester City at that time. I
was a bit peeved in the first game, be-

cause it was 0-0, and I got up above the
defence and sent a fierce header onto
the underside of the bar; Brian Bromley
did a simple tap in and was awarded the
biggest trophy you have ever seen for
scoring the first goal of the tournament
(Laughs).
Do you think that Carter was lining
you up as Alan Peacock’s eventual re-
placement - being as that it appears
that he was dropped to make way for
you on what must have been a mem-
orable debut?
No, it wasn’t like that. I got my debut
because Alan Peacock was injured. I do
remember that debut game against
Grimsby quite well, because by the time
that we were 5-0 up, all the lads, espe-
cially Bill Harris, were trying everything
they could to put a goal on a plate for
me, and eventually they did, so I got the
sixth goal that day.
Of course, after the high of your
debut, there were quite a few lows…
Oh yeah, we had plenty of them! We
played Rotherham away on New Years
Day 1966, in the season that we were
relegated; it was just after Stan Ander-
son had joined Boro as a player. The
club had us staying overnight at a Hotel
in Sheffield for New Years Eve, and none
of us wanted to be there. Parties were
going on all over the hotel, as you can
imagine, but we were stuck on the ninth
floor and couldn’t have a drink or any-
thing. On New Years Eve!

Next day, we lost the game 1-4, and
Stan scored our goal, but during the
game, a Rotherham player took a shot,
and Stan stuck his head out and scored
a belter of an own goal from
20 yards. (laughs) Mind
you, the goal he scored�

Arthur“In Dartford 
I had a street
named after me”
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for us was a good ‘un too, but we were absolutely hammered;
they were all over us. After the game, we were talking to the
Rotherham players, wingeing on about how it had been a poor
New Years Eve for us, made worse by losing the game, and
they all laughed their faces off and said “We were all out on
the piss last night!” (Laughs).
Stan Anderson brought in a few handy people; what an
impact John Hickton made…
I remember the difference John Hickton made to the side, but
in his debut against Workington he played at centre-half, and
Workington’s centre-forward, a big Australian called Max
Tolson absolutely murdered him in the air that day; he didn’t
win a thing.

A couple of months later, we played an FA Cup 1st round
game at Chester in the Third Division season and there was
a running battle between Hickton and a Chester player all
through the game, which was getting really nasty, especially to-
wards the end of the match..

Anyway, the match ended, and we went back to the chang-
ing rooms. Well, I don’t think any of us had played at Chester
before, so it wasn’t until we got into the bath that we realised
that it was not the usual huge communal bath in each chang-
ing room; it was one really big bath between both teams. So,
as we got in through a door on one side, the Chester players
got in through a door on the other side. Well, John was one of
the first into the bath, and as it happens, so was this guy from
Chester who he had been battling with all afternoon, and it
kicked of f between them all over again! It was nude
bareknuckle fighting in the bath and we had to pull them apart.
(Laughs)
Does anybody stick out in your memory as being a bit of a
character in your time at Boro?
There were the usual wind-up merchants. I was thrown out
naked into the snow at Ayresome many a time. Des McPart-
land - who had a bit mott of ginger hair on his head - was ab-
solutely terrified of Don Ratcliffe. Des was only a youngster,
and Don would chase Des, making out he was queer, saying
“Come here - I’m going to have you, you ginger bastard!” Des
would run like hell..
What do you recall of the dreadful 65-66 relegation decider
at Cardiff? 
We had gone there fairly confident of winning. The atmosphere
after the match was awful. Stan was saying “Never mind, we’ll
bounce back next year,” but we were inconsolable; shell
shocked. Dickie Rooks particularly was as sick as a pig, near
to tears; I mean, he’d scored a hat-trick in a game we should
have won. He’d got a penalty, smashed in a free-kick and
scored from a corner I think, so you can imagine
how he felt.
Even though promotion was achieved the fol-
lowing year, the run-in to the final game
against Oxford must have been a disappoint-
ment for you…
I had mixed feelings about the Oxford game. It
was great to clinch promotion, but I was on the
subs bench for I think the last six games of that
season, and I didn’t get on the pitch at all for the
Oxford game. However, that whole summer and
pre-season in Middlesbrough was a tremendous
time of hope and expectation for the players and
fans.
Would it be fair to say that you left Boro because

you always seemed to be the fall guy? 
Yes; I was in and out of the side. When I left, it
stemmed from being dropped again after we got
beat 0-3 at Bristol City (January 1969). I was
really angry and lost my rag. I went into Stan’s
office and had a right go at him. I remember we
were still ‘exchanging veiws’ after I had stormed
out of his office and was on my way down the
stairs! (laughs) When I’d got to the bottom he
shouted out “If you don’t f******* like it, you
know what to do!” So I shouted back ‘yeah, well
you can have it from me in writing tomorrow
morning.’ Don’t get me wrong, I did actually get

on well with Stan, but I was young and feeling frustrated. 
Anyway, I think Stan got in touch with Newcastle and I was

off within about a week. With hindsight, it might have been
beneficial for me to stay on the transfer list for a time and
see who came in for me. I found out a few weeks later than
Stan Mortenson would have taken me to Blackpool if he’d
have known I was available; they were in the (old) Second Di-
vision then, along with Boro. But, at that time, you got 5% of
any transfer fee (Newcastle paid £17,500 for Arthur) so I
didn’t lose out by having a few months at Newcastle. I played
seven games and scored four goals there, so I’m happy with
that. I also played in the Fairs-Cup quarter final match against
Vitoria Setubal, but with hindsight, I was never going to be a
regular there in front of the likes of Wyn Davies and Pop
Robson.

Anyway, six months later, I also got 5% of the £17,500
that Swindon paid for me! At that time, I was Swindon’s’
record signing, and then when I went on to Charlton, I was

their record signing too. 
So you upped sticks to Wiltshire…
Yes, well when I signed for Swindon, Danny Williams (who
played a record 459 league games for Rotherham between
1946-59) was their manager, and they were on the up, be-
cause two months before they had beat Arsenal in the League
Cup final. Don Rogers was with them then, and I rate him as
one of the best players I played with, even though I played at
Newcastle with a few internationals. For me, he was one of the
best players never to be capped; if I had his ability, I’d have
been disappointed not to have won 100 caps. He had superb
balance and pace, but for me, the problem was that he tended
to fall apart away from home.
You seem to have had a happy time at Swindon; how come
you moved to Charlton?
Danny Williams left Swindon soon after I joined and was re-
placed by Fred Ford. Then Dave Mackay (Former Derby and
Tottenham Captain) who was playing for Swindon at that time,
took over and he wanted to bring in his own players. Anyway,
he brought in Ray Treacy from Charlton for a club record fee.
When I came back for pre-season training he told me that he’d
sold me to Charlton; I was not happy. 

My first reaction was that I was no way going to London.
Anyway, I went up to meet Charlton’s manager, Theo Foley
and he persuaded me to join by telling me a few lies (laughs)
about what a good side they were, and how they were going
to bounce back after just being relegated. The next thing I
knew, he’d sold Paul Went, his best player! In the end though,
I really enjoyed my time at Charlton. All those appearances I
made for them were consecutive you know - I never missed a
match in three years.

You saw out your playing days at Watford…
Yes. In my last year at Charlton I moved to centre-half. That
year we got promoted, and then at the beginning of the fol-
lowing season Andy Nelson, who had taken over from Theo,
phoned me and told me he had sold me to Watford. It took
three weeks for me to agree to that. They were a Fourth Di-
vision side at the time and really struggling. I actually went
up to watch them at Hartlepool before I signed, and they
were awful; I said to my mate who I was watching the match
with, there is no way that I am going there. I didn’t intend any
disrespect, but I also didn’t want to be playing that type of
game every week. 

Anyway, I was put under some pressure to go to Watford,
and various people I spoke to advised me to ask for outra-
geous wages in the hope that they would knock me back. So
I did. I was on about £75.00 a week at Charlton, and I think
I asked for £125.00 per week plus my travelling expenses
from Kent, and they just said “OK”. I was flabbergasted. I
couldn’t believe it. I wished I’d have asked for £200.00 a

week. (Laughs).
By that time, I’d got it through my mind that I wanted to be

a centre half, rather than a centre forward because I was get-
ting a bit fed up with being kicked up in the air all the time. It
was then that I picked up the only bookings of my career. I was
only booked about four times in my whole career, all at centre
half while I was at Watford.

I didn’t really enjoy my time there. I was disillusioned with
the way I came to be there. I thought it was wrong that I was
phoned up at home to be told that I was meeting their man-
ager the next morning - a ‘thanks and goodbye’ type of atti-
tude. I dug my heels in, but because they agreed to my wage
demand, I had to go.
You left Watford just as Graham Taylor arrived…
When Graham arrived, he called all of the players in individu-
ally to spell out what was required from us. I was hanging
around waiting for him for nearly three hours, so we didn’t
start off with the best of relationships. Anyway, he had a map
laid out on his desk and he said “Where do you live?” Well, he
knew damn well I lived in Kent, but I told him anyway, and he
said that he likes all of his players to live within 10 minutes
of the ground and to be part of the local community and play
a high profile. The thing is that when I signed for them under
the then manager Mike Keen (ex QPR, Luton and Watford) it
was on the basis that I did not have to move home. The
reason I got that was for my kids’ education, I didn’t want to
unsettle them by moving, because like I said, no disrespect to
them, I didn’t want to go to Watford in the first place. Anyway,
I settled eventually, but we really struggled. Elton John was
there, but it was before he put the money in. Elton used to turn
up at the club dressed in really outrageous cloths - the first
time I met him he had a white boiler suit on. (Laughs). 

At a pre-season meeting, Graham Taylor was telling us
about how he expected us to behave and all that stuff, and
then he finished off saying something like, ‘Don’t step out of
line because I’ve got enough on my plate teaching Elton John
how to be a club chairman.’ He was right, because you can’t

“I went into Stan’s
office and had a
right go at him…”

Young man…

The Boro at the
start of the 1967-
68 season: 
Back row:
Masson, Lugg,
Hickton,
McPartland,
Whigham,
Horsfield, Irvine,
Rooks, Gates.
Front: Chadwick,
Horner, Butler,
Jones, Irvine,
Downing and
O’Rourke

From still-young
striker to
experienced
forward

Arthur’s personal appearance and scoring record, each detail
carefully entered by the then 17 year old in the 1962-63
season. mss is very grateful to Arthur for trawling through
his sister’s loft in Middlesbrough to find the personal items
illustrated in this article

�

�
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go into other clubs’ boardrooms dressed like Elton used to.
Taylor did ask me if I would consider taking the reserve

coach job, but at the time I felt that I was too young to give up
playing, as I was only 29. It came as a shock to me at the
time, but looking back, maybe it was a missed opportunity. I
had taken a coaching badge at Middlesbrough when I was 17,
along with Bobby Braithwaite, Eddie Connachan and Taffy Orrit,
but I wasn’t ready to do it full time.
What happened after Watford?
Well, when I went there, I knew that I didn’t have that much
time left playing. I was contacted by Elton John’s uncle, Roy
Dwight. He used to play for Nottingham Forest, and broke his
leg in the 1959 FA Cup Final. At that time, he was the manager
at Dartford, and wanted me to go and play for him. At the
same time, I was asked if I wanted to be the Steward of my
local social club, so I took up both offers and it worked out bril-
liantly for me; I was certainly a lot better off financially. There
was a lot of ex-pro’s at Dartford at the time, and they played
in what was then the Southern League.

However, Dartford had a lot of problems, and nearly went
out of existence, but bounced back later. At the time though,
they ended up selling the ground, and houses were built on it.
I had a street, Horsfield Close, named after me. I only found
that out fairly recently by chance through one of my daugh-
ters, who spoke to someone who knew somebody else who
was on Dartford town council at the time.
Going back over your career, which manager exerted the
biggest influence on your career?
(Pauses) .....Theo Foley. He was a good coach; a good moti-
vator. I think he was ahead of his time. At Middlesbrough, for
instance, you knew from one day to the next what you would
be doing in training, and it was mostly running. You wouldn’t
believe it, but we very rarely saw a ball in training. Theo made
sure that we all had a ball each to train with. He’s the one who
instilled in me the importance of actually hitting the target; it
may sound obvious, but back then, I used to perhaps con-
centrate more on getting the shot in, rather than accuracy.
That’s probably why in my first season at Charlton under
Theo’s coaching, I scored thirty-odd goals.
Did you ever score against the Boro?
I put two past Willie Whigham at Ayresome Park when I was at
Swindon; that was pretty sweet (grins) One of them was a
lucky back-heeler, so Willie wasn’t too impressed; he hated let-
ting goals in at the best of times.
Did you enjoy the MSS party?
That was a really great night. I didn’t recognise Geoff Butler -
the bastard has aged better than I have! (laughs) I hadn’t seen
him for twenty-odd years; I think the last time that I’d seen him
was when I was at Swindon and he was at Bournemouth. I
mean, we were real close buddies years ago; we were best
man at each others weddings more than 30 years ago; it was
great to see him and Willie. 

When I met Steve Gibson that night, the first thing that
struck me about him was his youth. I knew from the press
that Middlesbrough had a young chairman, but I’d never seen

a photograph of him. Before you introduced us, I had seen
them (Gibson & Lamb) across the room and I honestly thought
that Lamb was Gibson, and that he had brought his son along!
Any regrets over your career?
No; I just do not have the interest in the game now anyway. I
left the game disillusioned with the way that I was treated by
a couple of managers, and ended up finishing at a fairly young
age. I felt there was a lot of backstabbing in the game and I
was glad to get out.

I earned a good living and had a good career, but I knew my
limitations. I felt that I was a decent Second Division player,
so these days, (when we have the Premier League) that would
make me a decent First Division player now. It’s a shame that
I didn’t get my only Boro hat-trick at somewhere a bit more
glamourous than Doncaster! (Laughs) I played a few games in
the top Division when I was at Newcastle, plus the quarter-final
of the Fairs Cup, but, looking back, I can be honest and say
that I probably wasn’t good enough for that level.
If, as you say you are not interested in football these days,
how did you come to be at the Charlton v Boro game ear-
lier this season?
I was invited by Charlton to the opening of their new stand
that day; they had invited a load of former players going back
to the war years.
I thought Charlton were fortunate to get the point against Boro
that day, because it was a daft penalty that Gascoigne gave
away. Fleming impressed me that day, and so did Phil Stamp,
who came on as sub for Gascoigne. It’s great to see the Boro
holding their own in the Premier League; and it’s good to see
the club is in safe hands now. � © Shaun Keogh

In 1968, after passing the
11-plus (younger readers,
ask your parents, or Tim
Spafford) I spent two years
at St Thomas’ School in
Middlesbrough, thanks to
the vagaries of the
Teesside education system
before moving on to St
Mary’s College. 

The redeeming features
of this baby boomer
monstrosity of a building
was that it overlooked the
Boro’s training ground in
Huton Road and, with a
top floor classroom, I had
a bird’s eye view of Stan
Anderson’s training
sessions. In fact I was

close enough to pick out
individual players, Big John
Hickton and Litle Eric
McMordie in particular.

For someone who had
supported the club all my
life but who lived out in
Lingdale on the edge of
the North Yorkshire Moors
and rarely got to a match,
this was a bit special. 
I actually had my desk
^moved from the right
hand side of the
classroom to the left to
stop me staring out of the
window instead of looking
at the blackboard.

Arthur Horsfield came
into the picture when he

gave a careers talk to the
fifth year in late 1968. As
the talk in the Asembly
Hall ended just after four
o’clock, a load of us first
years gathered in the
entrance hall looking for

autographs. Unfortunately
Arthur came out lanked by
teachers and was
escorted straight into the
staffroom. Most of my
fellow pupils disappeared
but I was determined to
stick it out and a get a
precious autograph.

The Headmaster came
by, noticed me, (being from
Lingdale made me stand
out) and asked me why I
was waiting as I would
would miss my bus for the
long journey home. When I
told him I was determined
to wait for Arthur, he
disappeared into his study
and then went into the

staffroom. He then
emerged with a piece of
school letterheaded paper
bearing the legend “Best
Wishes, Arthur Horsfield”
which he thrust into my
hand with the words, ‘Now
go home’.

I still remember pulling
that piece of paper out of
my pocket loads of times
on the bus ride home and
gazing at the words written
on it. And whatever I
remember St Thomas’ for,
I’ll always treasure that
piece of paper with
Arthur’s autograph and the
school crest on.
� Paul Readman

�

A close encounter (well, almost) with the legendary Arthur Horsfield

“Geoff Butler’s not
in here is he?”
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