Shaun catches
up with an ex-

Boro manager

{Bolow) Stan in
Boro colours in
1965 agninst
Huddersfiald Town
at Ayresome Park

KEDGH'S HORKER:
From which club did ax-
Boro 'Keaper Hm Platt

resign as managsr

recontly afler only o few
wooaks in charga?

and had their most successful season since thoy had

finished fourth in the old Division One In 1939, The
Bore manager, Stan Anderson, then In his first full
season of management stayed with Boro until early
1973, when, frusirated with Boro's inability to perform
consistently enough to clinch promotion, ha reslgnod,
The foliowing season, Jnck Chartton took what was os-
sontially Anderson’s squad to n storming, record break-
ing Second Division Championship,

Stan Anderson achieved a grest deal for the Boro undos
what wiare difficult circumatances. Without the excellent suad
of players b left behind, It Is arguable os to whether Jack
Charfton would have achieved so much so quickly, Respect s
longt overdue,

Stan Anderson left Neweastie United to Joln @ Middles
braugh Football Club in rapid free-fall, He was Boro manage
Raich Carter's last signing, having proviously skippered bath
Newcastle and Sunderland in a distinguished careor, However,
he did ot originally intend playing for Boro as such, nor was
it Carter who enticed him to Teesside: It was Ere Thomas
(Bora’s then Chalrman) who persupded ma (o join Middles:
hrough. | was abways intarested in Becoming a coaoh, and ha
sald to me "Boro ane struggling - come and be our coach.,”
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The laid back style of Raich Carter's management is o
amplified by a story that Stan tald mao.

Stan's playing career

Signed professional 1959

Played for Sunderland 1952 - 1953 402 appa. 31 poals
Neweastle United 1963 - 1065 81 apps 13 poals
Middlesbrough 1965 21 apps 1 goal

INTERNATIOMAL CAPS:
England schoals /Under-23

4, full intemotional caps - 2

The Andel

Soon after Stan joined Boro as player/coach, the team
wore on thelr way 10 8 vital away gome that they could not
afford to lose; rolegation was Staring them in the face. Stan
takes up thir stery: © On the eoach going to the match, | had
@ word with Ralch and told him that he needed to gve the
players o strong team talk before the game; he really neaded
to gee the lads up, bocause we wene dropping down the
league e n stang,

"So a5 the coach pulls (o a Ralt in the car park, Raleh
stood up and said “Right lads, here we are, salely armved ot
our destination. Look at this man siting nest to me who drove
s here; he ot us hore corfectly, safely and did a smooth -
fessional job. Thats what | want fram you tonight lads, gl me
o professional job, Right, aver 1o vou Stin, "

Anderaon continuos: " was just speschiess. | had to 2ot
Up ond follow that! | did my best, Bl of cotrse, wa st the
matah. The prablem wos that boosuse Ralch was sueh an sy
ceptionally gifted footballer in his day, he thought that avery-
body else could do the same, and couldn’t undorstand that
minst players would never be 8s good &5 ho was 0o matters Fow
hard they tried.

Sundertand were not vory chartables 10 Stan n tha mun up
to his testimonial game. He was informed that the match
waould not go aheod unless he pakd for the match balll

The only lime in his canser that Stan came undar fire fronm
the fans was when he loft Sunderdand — and even then it
wiasan't his faule

In 1963 Sundarand wene mansged by ore of Stan's forme:
playing colliaguas, Alan Brown, and Stan was Lrying 1o et
ol bt s beam after & shorl ahsancs through injury; *Dnoe
| 'wias foidy for o ganse, | was put ino Uie first team stuad, ang
that micant golng with them 1w ol af the matches as o Spare
nlayer, Because thene were no substitutes (o Lwose deys,

"The probbom was. that | wasn't getting piched, so | would
apand thie whola day with ihe team, bul not be nvabesd with the
Eteh, | wanted o play In the reserves, |ust 1o kKeap the e,
Bt Al wodildn't Bave IE he woastod mes with the first team,

"le adl canma o Dead after | was picked to go with the Tirst
team doevwe to Te sitpudy | think. | spint the whols jatirriesy the
fuming Inside because | knew | wouldn't get & game (Sundear
tand to Torguay, I 1963 would have Been guite g tek: even
With today"s motorwey network it 5 still 400 miles each way)

"0 the eosch coming Dok | had a waord seth Alan and 0l
him that come what imay, | must play for the reserves the fol
il weish: | renily needied to be pleving. Alan sald, “Well we')l
see el but | was Inskstent, because i1 just wasn't fadr or right

"Arywiny, | reported W Roker a5 asual on the Monday, and
Iwias calked Into Alan's office, He sald 1o me Hight, weall you're
SN rok ploying for e reservas This wesh
1o Mewcantle'. And thatl was It | had to o, In faimess, | v
resdly far o move by then, because | nesded Lo pkay. | came i
o & Halr bt of st rarm Sundenand fans, especially for going
tex Meweastio | Stan cortltued 1o Uve in Mackemiand in an SEC
house for a few yedrs after, bt that's anothor story) but ulti
mastesdy, it wosn't nw deaksion,”

Boro's new "codch’ Tound himself gt in the Bono first
team the woehk ofter hw jolned. It was 20 Nevember 19685
and despite a debut goal from Anderson, Bara still went down
3~ al Ayresoma to Candifl City, Interest ngly, this match also
marked the leagie debit far 8 16 year old Walsh lad caltod
John Toshack, who scored two of Coediffs’ Zadls

Andierson's experients was invalunble o the young b
wooful Boso side, and he was mads leam eaptaing Ihus he is
SU their canby PEEr evor bo have skippered all three af the ton

'wee just sold vou
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son years

north east chubs,

By February 1966 Boro were ps good as relegated 1o the
old Division Theea for the first time In their history, 5o manager
Hasch Carter = a hugely successiul player and manager unti
Jaining Boro = was floed,

Manageress Boro ambled along until Aprl when 32 year
old Anderson was appointed, It was o daunting prospect,
“Onoe 1'd joined Boro, | knew that there was naver a hope in
hell we were going to stay up. If you're 8t the bottom of the
table with o decont side vou can stll 2ot rolegated, so you've
got ne chance If you ara ot the bottom with a bad side.” It is
Ironle that 32 years |pler a decent Boro side suffered the
same fate as the woolul lads of "G5,

Thir esnly thing that Boro fans had (o ook forward to was
thie @nd of tha season, In the opproaching summer of 1966,
Ayrosomie Park wis 1o host several World Cup games, Invals
ing Italy, USSR, Chile and North Korea, The Boro faithiul, down-
herarted and defected kinew that these matchas were llkely to
bar the best footbnll that would be on show @ Ayresome for
sormd Hme 1o coma,

Ancerson had taken on 8 massive sk - nothing keas than
proaiotion at the first attempt coukd guaantes his swrvival, He
started with @ huge cull of the playing stall, “The Boro team
thiat | inherited was the worst 2am that | have ever seen in my
life” he remembors. “We had people who Just didn’t want to
playy for the Boro, Thers wat one who, If he amved early for
tralning. hie would sit in his car outside until two minutes 1o ten
rather than came in a few minules carly, On another occaskon
| hiad the players doing soma shutthe runs, and afler doing &
couple, one of the pliverns collapsed in a hoap, | asked him
whitt was up, and he was really annoyed and aaid “Loak, I
Wi e gonna do shutthe runs, you must give me & days notice
- don'l you reallss 've bhad a big plate of egg and chipa this
morningl” | got rid of about 20 playess In the first season, and
apart from lan Gibson, | think they all wend on & frée tranafer
bocause | kniw | wouldn't get amything for them”

Bore conceded 23 goals in the first nine matches in D
shon Three, winndrg anly twhce; at one podnt they were second
bottom. New blood wos required. and i his first year in chaege,
Anderson, a shrewd judge of players, made a total of fouwr sigry
ings whio all made thelr mark and are still talked sbout 1o this
day, Firal In was David Chiadwick, followed by the legendary
John OFRourke, A young full back called John Hickion followsd,
than goalkespar Willle Whigham, who, at £10,000 says An
dhixrson was “the best buy | ever made, Tor the money | spent”.

Anderson remambers signing John Hichton, (who became
Boro's leading scofer for six successive seasons) booalse
he thought he was buying a defender] Hickton was at Sheffiekd
Wednesday, who were managed by Alan Brown, one of An
derson’s foemer colleagues at Sunderand! “Alan offered me
Hichton for £20,000, and said he can play a8t full back or
cantre hatl, We playved him at full back, but v one match b
took the ball up field and scored a fantastic goal from cutside
the box, After that, we kept him playing in & numbéer two shirt,
ostensily o full back, but as soon as matches started, we
micved him up front, dropping Bilty Horner back and putting Erc
WMoMordie in midfeld,

Of course, this ploy took opposing teams completely by
surprise, and i1 was near the end of the season bofore we
ware Tound out.”

Hickton ooréd class, but his lnck of recognition still purdes
Andergon: “Jlohn wis 8 tremandous poquisition; hit was
strong, confident and good in tha ok, When you ook at some
players who hae wan intemational caps, | can hardly beliove
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that John Hickton was overtooked.”

Andsisad foels thet the Boro crowd werne neediassly harsh
on the local bor players: “Alan Moody had a hard time just
becauss he was local - be was a much better player than he
ever showed 8t Boro,” Moody left Boro and went on to make
444 appearances for Southend United, a club record that
stands 1o this day, “What people couldn't understand was
thet all thie local ads who didn’t cost the club a penmy to buy
- Moady, Horner, Horsfield, Gotes and Gordon Jones = these
wifd tramendous assets 10 the club, They were so Bom ol
entated that when they got into the side they wene over the
mdan, but the orowd wolld have a go ot these |ads I they
wird having an ofl day, whoreas they would tolerate bad days
by the paid lor players like John O°Rourke, Tho anly local lad
wha Becama a crowd favourite was Willle Maddron.”

John Hickton and Willle Maddren's carcers might not howe
Ien half a5 sucoessful swene 1t not for Andermon’s shrowd
Judgement., Hickion came (o Boro as o full back, and Mad
dren wis belng groomed as a centre forward, It was Andersaon
who convarted them, and in effect, gave thinn the appartunity
to earm the legendary status that they now enjoy among Boro
fans: "It was only when John showed that b could give us the
powor Up-front that we needed that | then felt ablo to aslk Willle
tey drop back 1o defence”

Alter n Fih:'IH".' start, the team found thedr leet, |_'u|r1||r1l|||r'|‘|_:

continued on page 34

Stan's all time Boro top five:

@ Wilf Mannion @ Micky Fenton @ John Hickton
® Emerson @ Graome Sounoss

Stan's most memorable Boro signings:

® 0'Rourke @ Hickton @ Maddren @ Mills

@ Mclimoyle @ Stilos @ Boam @ Craggs @ Platt
® Armstrong Foggon @ Sounoss

(Above) Stan signs
on the dotted line
for the Boro. Long-
standing Club

Socrotary Harry
Groen looks on
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in what |s widely regarded as the most memoratde night at
hyresome - the promotion clinching 4-1 win over Oxfard
Wnited, who were coptained by ong Ron Atkinson, Anderson re-
calls: “Haifway through that season, peopla were made up
that we were getting gates of 18,000 at Ayresome, and | would
sy ‘bt this place holds 40,000, They'd scoff and say 'vou'll
nevar see that many In here again!’ Of course, the Oxford
match proved them wrong, because thore was mone than
40,000 there thet night. The official gate was just under
40,000, but that was just those who paid [0 get in) So many
fans had jumped over the fences that the terraces were full up,
50 hurdreds of pooplo walched the mateh from the running
track. | find it amaging that after everything Boro hemee achieved
since then - the Chamton, Rioch, Lewrence and Robson po-
mation seasons - people that | speak 1o sull regard that Third
Divislon yoar ps tha moot exelting,.”

Of the famous Oxford gamme Anderson recalls: “1 don't even
remember giving o team talk thet night. They knew whal they
had o da.”

Boro consolidated well after promaotion, and wnder Andar-
son missed cul on promobion to the top MEht every year, but
never finished lower than ninth, Howewer, Boro had & repute
tlen for sellirg their best players: “The supporters felt that the
club didn’t want to get 1o the First Division, but there was
atways problams with the bank; we always had 1o get guaran
tors. | remermber when | todd them | wanted to spend £55,000
an John Craggs. they ready fell off thelr chairs! But | abways felt
abit sorry for Ere Thomeas, because he always backed me, par-
tioulary when | had to virtually beg the board 1o buy Graeme
Sourwss,”

The acquisition of Souness confirms just how good a judge
of plawers Anderson is, Of the 38 players that he bought in or
brought up through the ranks, 12 are all-time Boro legends, al
thaugh rot all of them fulfiled their potential; “Hugh Molimeyle
was a wonderful player, He shoubd have got 50 caps for Scot
land, but he wasn't ambitious, and didn’t reach the level he
wars capabie of. Then wien | got Alan Foggon - who | stode from
Cardiff, | coukdn't believe they let ma have him for only £10,000
= | teld him | wouldn't play him until he had lost & stone in
wiight, | was desperate to put him in, but | couldn’t play him in
that state. To his credit, he warked very hacd, and be was very
quick, lack Charlton ot the best out of him and made a good
profit when he sodd him on to Manchester United.”

Onie of Stan's most memorabbe Signings was Naobby Stiles:
“I needed somaeone like Nobby o be in the dressing room and
et people going as much as anything, He probably didn’t do
as wiall &5 we wanted him to, but his legs weme going because
he had taken so much punishment over the years, He was
such B smashing feller though,”

Thie Anderson years saw Boro ambiark on two mamorable
FA Cup funs. In 1972 Manchaster City ware baaten in the 3rd
rowund, only for Boro to fall 1o mighty Manchester United in the
fifth reund ofter & replay. But maost memamble was the 1969-T0
campaign, when Boro beat First Division high-liers West Ham
2-1 ot Ayresomie @ the 3rd round, only to be beaten in o sikth
round repiay by Manchester United, "1 still can’t bebeve that we
got beat i 1970 at Old Trafford. it was 1-1 and the referes
give United a penalty when he was standeng in the ather hall of
the field, from which they scored thelr winmer., It was a hard game
= Bill Gates was punched and enced up playing the last 15 min
utes with a broken jaw.” After United went ahead from the
penaity, Joe Ladlaw had what appeaned to be a perfectly good
goal disalkowad, so it was not Boro's night. Victory would have
been sweet in front of 63,418 people at Old Trafford,

In the League, Boro's frustrating inability to land 8 promo-
tlen spot was taking its toll, though Anderson can see some
hemodr in it all now: * Just before | resigned, | had watched the
first team and the reserves play four or five matches in the
space of two woeks, and we didn't score one goal. So at the
next reserve match, | sald “rght, | want as many people up
front as you can gel - don't worry about defance = Just push
forward and get me a bloody goal,’ So up they went, and the
ball came across the face of their goal, past the goalkeepar
stralght to Enc MeMordie, who was onby o yard out; he tred to
sidefoot it and it want between his legs and out for @ goal kick!
| couledn’t believe i, It had got 1o the stage whome @ needed
soemeone else 1o changs things around, but basically, we did
hivwe very good players, as lack Charlton proved.” Bl



