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Hats off to
Paul Rodgers

N the day of the Coca Cola Cup Final replay, | inter
viewed Paul Rodgers, who most of you will remember
as the load singer of bands such as Free, (Al Right Now
and Wishing Well) Bad Company (Can‘t Get Enough and Feel
Like Makin® Love) and The Firm. (or....skip that one)

He has a new album out entitled 'MNow' (SPV records D85
44662) and 5 at the baginning of & gruelling 18 month
world tolr, Mtting In & fow mons 2igs in the LK Iy the
Autumn,

Paul 15 a Boro lad, and | touched on his days in
riddiesbraugh hoping to be able (o pul a longer articlo
togethaer for mas, but Paul left Middlesbrough at 16.

Even though he used 1o go and ses Boro play 8 bitin
his youth, he has been all over the world these last 28
. years (selling more than 125 milllon albums) and, in his
own words, has lost touch, Hardly surprizing really. if I'd
been able to tavel the world in 8 rock band withe all the
attendant distractions for naarly 30 years, I'm nol sune
that my memaory bank would bother to retain memories of home
defeats by Grimsby on cold Februsry evenings in the early 6U°s,

It was the huge Stateside success of Bad Compary that ket Paaul
bizsy and ook him out of the country for many years, You can under
stand him putting Boro on the back bumer: * Bad Company was the
classie rock noroll excess story, We seemead to do it all; the women,
the boore, the drugs, the imousines, We even used 1o commile
from gig o gig in our own private et Thankfully though, | came oot
of it all pretty sane and narmal”

Incredibly sane and normal i you ask me, Nothing of the 'super
star' about this guy, | asked him about his childhood: ™1 was Bom in
Valley Road, which was the same street that Brian Clough lived in,
and went to 5t Joseph's and then 5t Thomas's school.

“When | was 16, the band | was singing in got a gig for thirty guld
in Morwich, which was a fortune for us, but on the way down south,
the engine on the van seized up, We decided 1o hitch hike back to
BEorn, but then | thought, "hang on, | don't wanna go back yet' | so |
crossed the road and hitched down to London on my own®. |
pypressed my astonishment that this apparent rush of biood com
pletely changad the course of his life; | said *if you'd have gone Dack,
you'd probably be working at ICl now’ and he said, "oh no, I'd prob-
ahby have played for Middiesbrough!”

Paul still enjoys playing football, and is involved, whenever he is
available, In acouple of charty teams, He 1§ particulardy proud of the
fact that In & charty match &t Wombley o couple of years back, he
scored o goal that was laid on for him by George Best, | asked him
if his last visit to Ayresome was Christmas 1974, and afler some
thinking he said it was aboul that time, because he was home Tor
Christmas after recording the first Bad Company album. | was
pleased at this, bocauso It near as dammit cenflirms that 11 was him
who Wince and | saw In the Holgate at the Shellield United match
(=ee mas 108). | mean, ¢'maon - who else would have dared 10 go in
the Holgate wearing a cowboy hat?
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10 good things about being
in the Nationwide League

1. Five Boro away games within 100 miles of London {Ipswich, Oxford, Morwich,

Swinden, and Portsmouth) but only two in London Itself {Chartton and QPR)

A new ground to visit as Boro play Crews In the for the first time,

January 10 1998: Robson resigns after shock 0-1 dofoat at Charlton, but reln-

states himself after chilling out at MSS annual bash later that night.

Dancing in the Underground after promotion Is clinched at QPR (4 March).

Alan Foggon makes comebachk but has fitness problems and Is deducted three

pints,

6. Ron Atkinson, overcome by sentiment, takes his old job as Oxford United captaln
for final game of season, on condition that he gets invited to the Flesta ot
Stockton afterwards for the booze-up.

7. Before the season Is over, Phil Stamp becomes the first Boro bom player to notch
up 100 appearances for the club since.... ooh, must be Tony Mowbray? ***

B. Bring the kids to the matches! It's generally cheaper to get into Nationwide
Erounds,

9. And here's one reason why it's choapor: For those of you who have enly seen Boro
ot Premiership grounds, this is what to expect when visiting Reading: a. Don't. b,
Well, If you must go, and you are driving, park In any pub car park about a mile
from the ground and walk or phane for a cab, Don't try to park near the ground on
the roadside or verge becauss even though there are no signs up, you car will be
towed away during the match. ¢. Get to the tumstile cardy and have the right
money, Last time we missed the first twenty minutes of the mateh because the
tumstiles had run out of change. d. Visit tho gents tollet. Ayresome wasn't so bad
after all. e, Eat beforo you get to the ground. Inside the ground, it is served up by
three lobotomised Doris's who would strugggle to hold down a job on the Plck 'N'
Mix at Woolworths, lot alone cook a burger through thoroughly,

10. No more trudging home on Saturday night to see Boro lose again on Mateh Of The
Day. W are anly gonna see the Boro on thore if we do well in the Cups. Roll on
Monday night,/Tuesday moming 1.30am for Nationwide Round-up, Can't wall. Such

W

otk

excitement. Yawn...

v nless of course, you know different,

The director’s cut

The football milionaires chart,
that is, poople who have a stake In a

TI-EM”MH ‘Rich List' fell

Joseph Liwls [Rangers) £3,000m

Yo may remember that last year (in the
comprahensivi listing), Steve Gibson was
jaint 212th In the UK, with an estimatod
fortune of £70m. (see mss 113), This

year, aven though his wealth has
increased to £85m, he has dropped to
Jolm 2261h,

| bt he's really gutted,

The Mooros Family (Lverpoal) £1,000m
Jock Walker (Blachbum) L550m
Steve Margian (Lhvemoal) £200m
Thay Geodd Brothers (Biemingtham) £2230m
Mt Griggrs (Rushden & Dunonda) £220m
Sir Jotey Hall (Newsasiie) £220m
dahn Madjeshl (Reading] £200m
Duwvid Sullivan {Birmingham| £200m
10 Sir Juck Haywioed [(Wolves| £190m
11. Alan Sasgar (Spurs) £186m
12, David Murray (Rangers) £150m
13, Pates Johnmon [Everton) £130m
14. Stephan Bakar (Man City) £120m
15, Migal Wray (Motts Farest) £100m
16, Dardry Fineman (Arsonal) £90m
17, Chais Wright (OPR) ER0m
18. Steva Gibson B5mi
19, Martin Gearge (Lelcester) LA2m
0. Ross Warnrion (Bolton)
21, John Wardie (Mon City) £75m
22, Fengus MeCann (Caltie) 70m
An Interesting absentes from last years
listing was Owen Oyston, the chairman of
Blackpool, now in prison, | spoke o one of
the compllers of the rch list and asked
why. He congratulated me on my astule
observation, and said he had his reasons
but refused o be drawn, mutterng words
along the lings of ‘| was hoping no onoe
would notiee”. Wonder what that's  all

about, ah?
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