riyMeTo
Ipswich!

Any Boro captain of the future would
do well to emulate the record of Tony
Mowbray. Mogga's career with Boro
spanned ten seasons and a total of
348 league and 77 cup games, and
he is the only skipper to lead Boro to
three promotions. His departure to
Celtic four years ago this month was
a shock to most Boro fans and his
recent transfer to Ipswich has raised

Pictures by Vince Henderson-Thytifeg

mas: You made your debut for Boro at a
time when the club was golng through a
great deal of turmoll; there had been a
big clear out of the team that had bean
relegated the previous season, Murdoch
wias about 1o be sacked, and you were
one of thie niew Boys, making your delsut
in the: third game of the season following
two heavy defeats, Who did you look 1o
in those first couple of years for inspirs
ticen @and encouragemant and how did tha
sheor struggle affect you?

Tony: At that time, all of {(Jack) Charl
ton's team had gone, and really, my first
fow yvears wore just hard grind, We wora
a vary young side with no real role
modals, and we were plaving 1o home
crowds of less than 5,000 sametimes
There were many times when | couldn't
face going 1o Middlesbrough town centre
because everyone | met was just as de
pressed as we all were with the teams
results, and the ast thing | wanted to
talk about was football. They were very
hiard times, leoking back, although at the
time | knew no diffarent,

mss: Rjochs" team and his managerial
capabillties grew and blossomed vary
quickly - did hls ambllilon coms aBoross
with infectious enthustasm, or was he
falrly detached, sesing as you were all

S0 Youngs

Tony: Bruce Rioch has been one of the
most influantial people in my careern, he
taught us all so much. | remember
coming back on the caach fram a match
at Phymouth. It was a seven hour joumey
and it went by in no time, because for
the whole journey Bruce just kept talk-
ing and talking to us all about football,
He Is 50 enthusiastic and that has got to
bounce off of you in a positive way, He
has an ineredible knowledga of the
game, and | respect him immensly,
mss: |'ve tracked down a few other play
erdé from the Lawrence ora - Travor
Semor is now at Famborough,

Tony: Ah Trevl [laughs) Trev was a
legend with the Boro players of that era.
He got so much stick from us but he dc-
cepted his limiations and used (o laugh
along with everyone, My best mate from
my Boro days 13 Peter Beagrle, | talk to
him all the time, and big Pally,

mss: Do you have any regrets about
leaving Boro whan you did, or was it the
right time for you?

Tony: No it was definitely the rght time,
There comes a tima when you can spond
too long In one place; you need o anjoy
your training, but | was losing my moti
vatlon, | spoke to Lenny about it and the

some eyebrows, but it brings him
within distance of mss, so Shaun
Keogh arranged to meet him so that
we could bring mssers up to date,
and to indulge in some reminiscing....

next doy Liam Brady phoned and said
he'd spoke to Lenny and could | meet
hibm. | drove up there the nest day snd
Caltic had a Eurepzan match that night.
limmadiatly got a good feal for the place
and | signed the next day. it really was
that guick. The fans up there took to me




vary quickly, | hit & shot against the bar
from 35 yards on my debut, and the fans
started chanting my name. | scored In
my first "old firm’ game as well, which
dld me no harml

Glasgow is a Tantastic place, and
when | talk of ‘home' thase days, | mean
Glasgow almost as muech as Middles
brough, and it was a real big wrench to
move away from both places, bul the
tirme was right.
mas: Did you have (o adapt your role or
style to fit in with the Scottish Premier
way of playing?
Tony: Mot really. | ke 1o think that | am
what | would call an honest player, | glve
everylthing I've got to every game, so
what you see is what you get, and Liam
Brady knew what he was buying.
mss: A couple of years ago you seemed
set to rejoin Boro - o fee was agreed, but
Lawrence backed out - what happened?
Tony: Lenfie came up to Celtic to see
mée play one day, and he was dead an-
nayed when he got to the ground and |
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wasn't on the field, He came and sat
next to me in the stand and asked me if
| wanted to come back 1o Boro. We had
a long talk and everything was agread
between us. it would have been the right
time on a personal level as much as any-
thing else bocause | was getting marriéd
at tha time, and | had bean telling
Bernadette how great the countryside
around Middleshrough was. Onoe the
deal was agreod between the cluba, we
even want os far as picking outl the
houge that we wantad to buy,

The stumbling block was that | was
owed some money - a ot of money - by
Celtic as part
of my contract,

interview

and | sometimes chuckle openly in dis-
beliel when | think about i - how hove
you reacted to the incredible develop
ments?
Tomy: Well, you're right, IU's 5o unreal,
Like I've sald, | remember playing ot
Ayresome in front of gates of three and
four thousand, and now they are packed
out at 30,000 every week, | went to the
Coventry match, and the atmosphers
was incredible; Steve Gibson deserves a
great deal of prakse for his foresight, and
for his courage in finding the money Tor
it all.
mss: Do ol Thimk that Jurid swill it in
eas|ly with Eng-
lish Tootball - o5-

and they were “...1 remember playing at pecially given his
' “ r LB B '

mada it elenr
that they were

mand of the lan

and now they are packed guage - and who

not going to out at 30,000 every week..." s gaing to make

pay it, and so it

all fell thraugh,

Celtle suggested that | forget about the
money, but | had signed a contract with
them of which | had honoured my part. It
was a matter of principle in the end,. 50
| stayed put

s You were at Ayresome for the last
match?

Tony: Yes, | was theral It was a great
day and | mot so many other Boro old
boys whio | had only read about before,
peopla like WIIT Mannion and Georga
Hardwick.

mas: How do you rate the
current Boro side?

Tomy: Well, | saw them play
pre-season at Matherwell,
and | honestly thought that
thy would struggle - and |
mean struggle badly, But
then Barmby came in and he
has made all the difference.
Barmbw is the key to 1 all be
cause he links it all up from
midileld Into attack. It's &
countar-attack game that
Boro play, but with a tight
pattem, and of course, they
are Just so 50l atl the back
now, thay don't give amything
away.

mss: We havé all fantasised
since childhood about Boro
doing exacthy what thay o
now - It seems S0 surreal

way for him?

Tony: IU's supdis-
g how quickly foretgn players pick op
thie language. (fell that to Kanchelskis's
Interpreter - SH) you look at the Biitlish
players that have been successiul over
seas - Platty for instance - they are suc
cessful mostly because they put
themsealves out to learn the language
and absorb the culture, (So il's seven
pints of Tetley Impenal at the Longlands
Clubh and curry and chips on [he way
hovne for you vourng Juminho - 5K and
I'm sure that Juninho will be no differ
ent.
11 bar interesting to see who makes wiy
for him, because Robbie and Craig are
playing so weall, You must remember also
that Robson was brought up at Man
chester United playing 4-4-2, and he may
resvert the team 1o this, although | don’t
think that that would be a good ea atl
the moment, glven the team's currant
form.
mss: Weare you awiare of mss when you
were at Boro?
Tony: Oh yeah, in fact | think | came to
one of your do's once. | remember the
mas newsletter as it was then, as it
used to get passed around the dressing
room. The Mg You sSent ma |mss
109} is very professionally put together,
mas: In the last edition of mss | said
that | was dissapointed that |pswich
were relagated, not just because it Is
fairly close to where | live, but becauss
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it is @ nice stadivm with a fairly friendly
atmosphere - who or what attracted you
o the club?

Tony: Well, as with when | left Boro, |
feeded a new challenge., I'd reached a
crossnonds n my e sway from Toatball
as much as anything else, and there |5
a mink-revolution going on ot Celtic.
Tomimy Burms is trying to build a total
footballing side, and in that sort of seft-
up, a player |like me can be a bit of a
Txury,

| spoke to Lelcester and Ipswich, but

couldn't make a declsion, and then out
of the blue, George Burley phoned again
and caught me in the right mood,
Ipswich are another one of thesa "sleep-
ing giants' and ke you said, it is a very
friendly club, It's nica to feel that | am
being apprecioted, and its great to be
captain of a side again,
mas: The Scottish Premier League has
parallels with the English Premier
League with regard to match atten-
dances - Liverpool will get 40,000 while
Wimbledon would be glad of 12,000 -
and Celtic will get 40,000 while Raith
wollhd be glad with 5,000, Given these
low attendances - which s purely logisti-
cal as thare 15 one Scottish League club
per 125,000 people and one English
club per S00,000 - it makes me wonder
why the Scots' clubs accepted the Taylor
report, How do the grounds and Tacili-
ties compara?
Tony: Well, without wanting to be
unkind, they don't. The whole of Scottish
football is based on Rangers and Celtle,
and the only reason that most of the
other clubs exlst |5 because of the gate
money they get from playing thesa two
l2ams.

Most of the clubs should be ground
sharing - for instance, there are five
clubs in the Stirding area, all with seper-
ate grounds; it's just crazy. Another prob-
lerm is that it is so parochial; apart from
Aberdeen, our longest journgy to an

away game fram Celtic was about half
an haour,

It's not good for the players either be

cause you're playing the same teams
four ar five Umes & yoor, one Season we
played Aberdeen seven times| For Caltic
and Rangers though, every game is like
a home game, because wherever they
play saway from homea in Scotland thers
will be @ gate of, say 14,000, of which
10,000 will be away fans.
mss: Looking ahead, do you have g
game plan for whan your pliying days
ane over of are you and John Wark going
to try to set a record of being the only
two players with & combined age of
aighty?
Tony: Hal you might be right therol
Warkio |s a one-off, | mean, he was sup
posed 10 be saeing out his playing days
whih he wenl to Boro, and he's still play-
ing at 38, Mark Proctor (5 still playing
you know - he's at St, Jehnstone,

| dhefinitely want
to stay in the

is on the ling, Because what happons
now, is that whien a manager gete
sacked, it unsetties the whola club
which affacts averybodys’ performance
If we had this Intermediary coaching anc
communicating with all the players, |l
world &t least ensure that the playars
routing is not completely changed by &
new manager, and they waulkd therefore
continue o make posibive progress, nc
matter what Is going on behind th
SCONas.

mes: What is the story behind the on
ol transfer of John Colline?

Tony: John will be & Boro player soon
he is really keen o joln, The problem s
that if Caltic sobd Mirm without hining a re
placement lined up, there would be a
fiol, because hi |s such & good player,
and very popular, Once Celtlc have
someone lined up, he'll be away, be
cause the fee and everything elsa has
been agreed. [Inferestingly enough, the
day after this intervies
ook place, The Sun re

[

game when | ««.John Collins will be ported that Robsor,
finish playing. I'd @ Boro player soon—he  ud offered £2m plus
like to think I'm is really keen to join. Craig Mignatt. At this
worth someone The Ill'llhlﬂll'l that point, | produced the
taking on as man is if latest edition of Red
-ﬂgﬂr i cnmhr hu' m “‘H Hm “M Ronr,

| just want to be having a replacement mss: Are you awara
involved. | love lined up there would that you ware votad
football and | be a riot...” Bth all time Boro grest

-

think about it all
the time, loaking
at patterns of play, and thinking tactics.
mas: How do you feel about an overall
Head of Coaching being appointed {an
ax-pro for instance) to et into schools
and teach people how to instruct kids in
the game?

Tony: Well, certainly we need to get
youngsters being taught baskc skills at
a younger age, and we can leam a lot
from the Dutch on this,

A Ajax, Helne Otto rung the youth die
velopment programme and they take
yvoungsters from the age of elght and
ning, 50 thay are taught skills without
lmarning bad habits which they would
otherwise plek up, 've got a lot of tine
for Heine, he is what | call a footballing
pentleman.

But the other problam that neads ad-
dressing, on a professional level, is the
lack of a coaching intermediary batween
the whole playing squad and the man-
ager; someone who answers perhaps to
the Chairman, not the manager and s
not under threat when the managers” job

in the Red Roar players

pall’?
Tony: Mo, | haven't seen this copy,.. (he
scans through the mag).. ) remember
filling in & farm for this poll &t the Luton
match, ..l see that Pally and Barnie have
looked after each other (they both voted
aach other 1st}
mas: Can you remember who you voted
for?
Tony: Mot all of them, | know | voted Big
Pally first. (He is sl scanning the mag)
Taay: Ah, there's Loy
mas: Who?
Tony: Oh that's Derek Whytes' nick-
name. He sings that Frank Sinatra song,
'‘Bad, Bad Laroy Brown®, he's a good
chanter |s Derek. (He Is now engrossed
in the mag}
mss: Listen, you can keep the mag if
you want to!
Tony: Well, that's great, thank you, And
I returiv some advice: it Derek Whyte
ever lurns up at one of your socials,
don't let him anywhere near the micro-
phone, becausa you'll never get him of f
it!
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